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No one with buying power, whether on a large 
scale or small, would really want to miss the an- 
nouncements of good concerns that have needed 
things to sell. For buying-power is useless unless 
one knows where to use it to advantage. That 
knowledge is often found at just the right moment 
in the advertising columns of this paper,—to your 
advantage. 


Strength 


By Mrs. Frank A. Breck 


OD’S strength is mine in youth or age; 
’Tis borne to me on sacred page; 

It looks at me through human eyes, 
Through human lips brings glad surprise ; 
Through scenes of nature great and grand, 
Or ministry of angel band. 
Always God’s strength is promised me : 
“ As is thy day, thy strength shall be.” 





Better Than Praying for Deliverance 

It is unnecessary to continue in prayer for deliver- 
ance from the power of our sins, Many persons are 
living defeated lives to-day, unable to get free from 
their sins, because they are making the mistake of 
continuing to pray for that deliverance. Such prayer 
actually prevents, or at the best postpones, the work 
of deliverance which they long for, and which God is 
longing to accomplish in them at once. And this is 
the reason : Christ has finished the work of destroying 
the power of men’s sins. He finished that work just 
as completely nineteen centuries ago as he finished 
paying the penalty of oursins. There is no more 
reason for us to-day to plead with him to deliver us 
from the power of our sins than to plead with him to 
deliver us from the penalty of our sins. He has 
already done all that he can do in both of these 
matters, —except, of course, to show us more clearly 
what he has done, The question with us is sim- 
ply this : Are we ready to accept his finished work, 
now and here? If we are, then let us trust him ; 
let us leave it to him. We do not pray to God 
for air to breathe; we use the air that he has so 
abundantly. provided. - We need not pray to God 


for victory over sins; he wants us to muse the vic- 
tory that he has so abundantly provided. And to use 
it means that we, in conscious helplessness, let Christ 
himself, and wholly himself, do for us all that we can 
not do for ourselves. He will accomplish the victory, 
now, if we stop trying, stop pleading, stop asking, and 
moment by moment fake what he offers. It is our 
Lord's duty to live the life of victory in us. Had we 
not better stop asking him to do his duty, and start 
thanking him that he is already doing his duty by us? 


x 
God’s Loving ‘“‘No” 


God is not so cruel as to answer all our prayers. 
‘«Oh, let us thank God for our unanswered prayers,”’ 
said the Rev. F. B. Meyer at the International Sunday 
School Convention at Chicago. As a Christian busi- 
ness man recently said to a friend, ‘‘ If God answered 
all our prayers, we should get to think after a while 
that there was no God.’’ We plead with the Heav- 
enly Father for something that we think is the great 
essential to our happiness : and because he cherishes 
our happiness*more than we do, he withholds what 
we long for. Perhaps in heaven we shall be given the 
privilege of seeing a list of our unanswered prayers, 
with the reasons why they were not answered. Or 
perhaps it will be plain there without it. In the mean- 
time, we are safe in the hands of a withholding Love. 


x 
Ready to be Fed 


Every incident and accident of our life is an op- 
portunity to get aspecial blessing from God. Have 
we the habit of expecting this from him on every pos- 
sible occasion? Some people who had rescued a 
nest of young robins that had evidently been stolen 
from the parent birds noticed that any noise that oc- 
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curred near the nest, such as a tapping on its side or 
on the porch-post where the nest had been placed, or 
even the slamming of a door near by, often had an 
instantaneous result ;: the young robins’ heads would 
be thrust eagerly up, and their bills wide outspread, 
in confident expectation of food. If we will just learn 
to take that attitude toward our heavenly Father, 
under any and all circumstances that come into our 
life, we shall be better off than the young robins, for 
they were sometimes disappointed in their expecta- 
tion of food, and we shall never be disappointed in 
our expectation of a special provision for our imme- 
diate need at the hands of the Father who is all- 
loving. Whether the circumstance that comes to us 
is disaster, or even our own failure or sin, or some 
happiness, he is ready and eager to give us a special 
blessing through it. May we never disappoint him 
through unreadiness to be fed. 
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Facing Assured Temptation 

Temptation is not to cease in this life. And one 
of the subtlest forms of temptation that can come to 
us is the suggestion that temptation has ceased. Dr. 
George M. Mackie of Alexandria, writes in a personal 
letter, on the incident in our Lord’s experience, 
‘«Then the devil leaveth him,’’ ‘‘ How one learns to 
be suspicious of those temporary departures, .as if the 
old enemy had left us for good, in utter despair, and 
regarding the thing as settled : but he hasn’t!'’ Se- 
verest testing, either through the appeal of the world, 
or of our sinful nature, or of Satan, is sure to come at 
us again and again and again, and in times when we 
least expect. Temptation is assured ; but, praise God, 
the way of escape is assured also ; and that way is sim- 
ply to count upon Christ's inviolable trustworthiness 
to keep us unharmed. 
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Divine Surprises 


NE of the most serious and often disheartening 
features of life is the seeming prevalence of 


accident. Experience is filled with the settling 
of momentous issues apparently wholly by chance, 
and by chance outwardly trivial—like ‘‘ the drift of a 
grain of pollen in the pine forest,’’ as H. G. Wells 
poetically exclaims. ‘‘And once the light hazard has 
blown, it has blown never to drive again.’’ The only 
way such a fact in life can be made to seem other 
than a ‘‘deep indignity’’ is by realizing that even 
these apparent accidents fit in well with our knowl- 
edge of the Heavenly Father. Unexpectedness is 
enjoyed in the conduct and conversation of a human 
acquaintance, and is not felt to be inconsistent with 
dependableness of character. Just as naturally the 
so-called accidents of life may become to one who 
‘«knows whom he has believed’’ but as surprises in 
the rich personality of a well-tried friend. 

It is aregrettable indication of the prevailing stand- 
ards of morality that the assumption can be so freely 
made that to be good means to bedull. Such ‘* good- 
ness’’ is a very negative thing, and suffers sorely from 
its lack of freshness and originality. According to this 
conventional standard one must have at least a little 
badness to taste the spice of life, while goodness must 
be tame and monotonous. Gerald Stanley Lee says 
truly enough that ‘‘we do not naturally think of good- 
ness as having much of a lunge to it. It is tired- 
looking and discouraged, and pulls back kindly and 
gently. Or it teases, and says ‘Please.’’’ God is 
not interested in that kind of goodness. And no one 
else is, nor could be if he would. 

To the thoughtful observer, how clear it is that God 
must hold for himself a very different standard of 
action from this. He believes in making life interest- 


ing, full of exhilarating surprise. It is only by shut- 
ting him out of our consciousness that experience can 
be made to seem dull and commonplace. Men who 
persuade themselves to the contrary can know but 
little of the living God. From the way many of us 
act when we think of ourselves as in the divine pres- 
ence, it might be concluded that the Deity had grown 
drowsy, and we were anxious not to disturb Him. 
That is a much more worthy conception which holds 
that the element of unexpectedness needed even ina 
good story belongs in superlative degree to Him who 
is unfolding the story of the ages. There is nothing 
dry or tiresome in the ways of the Almighty, and it 
can be only human perversity which has ever made 
theology so. The study of the things of God should 
be the most stimulating study of which man’s mind 
is capable, 

Here is the root of the matter, perhaps : 
has life in it yields surprise ; that which is without 
life does not. Horace Bushnell, in his ‘* Nature and 
the Supernatural,’’ conceived of the universe as di- 
vided between ‘‘things’’ and ‘* powers,’’ counting 
man with God as belonging to the latter. It is a not 
unworthy suggestion that the element which has so 
often disturbed human conventionality and introduced 
new and unforeseen factors in the midst of the smooth 
running course of events may always be in some essen- 
tial aspect of it divine. If we were mere machines in 
a mechanical universe, no such interruptions would 
need to be considered ; but as living children of the 
living God we must learn to count upon the unex- 
pected. This is why the conviction persists, though 
hushed up at times, that all men of real goodness are 
men of moral daring, or faith. They are not cut ac- 
cording to any lifeless pattern ; they are living souls 
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making daily ventures into the unknown, always 
counting on that sort of trustworthiness in the uni- 
verse, however, that a man counts on in his best 
friend. God may flood them with unexpected expe- 
rience, but ever somewhere within that experience 
will be the unfailingly dependable factor of his love. 

We have a familiar idiom by which we speak of a 
certain kind of event as a ‘‘divine  visitation.’’ 
Events so described are usually not only unexpected, 
but also somehow disastrous, —calamities or catastro- 
phes breaking in upon the even tenor of our ways 
with a shock of rude surprise. Although it would be 
well if this phrase were given a wider application so 
as to suggest pleasant surprise also, yet it is a valu- 
able idiom even as now used. Religious people of a 
certain sort have been so inclined to picture catastro- 
phe as part of the divine plan that they give an almost 
theological tone to the adjective ‘‘ catastrophic.’ 
They have at least sensed truly the fact that the ever- 
lasting God is not monotonous in his ways with men. 
They know they must expect the unexpected when 
they count God in, ‘The unexpected, then, must 
come ; but how much better to realize that in the very 
suddenness of new experiences may be increased evi- 
dence of the divine nature already known and loved. 

The greatness of Paul is nowhere more manifest 
than in his alertness to see God in the experience of 
life. He proved himself ready for hundreds of emer- 
gencies, making opportunities from heaven out of 
situations which would have been disasters to many. 
Nor did it matter whether a situation was one which 
meant hardship for him or otherwise, he was able to 
count even persecutions and weaknesses a pleasure 
because he found God in them, Thus he was always 
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pre-eminently prepared, not only for the Lord’s com- 
ing, but also for death, however it might come, and 
able to count it but a triumph. 

God is ever coming down into human experience, 
and those who know him best welcome his appearing 
though discovered in most unexpected circumstances. 
They are learning to see him where others suspect not 
his presence ; and joys and sorrows alike, however 
unanticipated, are sanctified by their readiness. The 
dim future loses terror for them, and they are the kind 
who, having suffered much, are yet able to sing, 


‘* I do believe that God will give a sweet surprise 
To tear-stained, saddened eyes, 
And that his Heaven will be 
Most glad, most tided through with joy for you 
and me, 
As we have suffered most.’’ 


Such a readiness for God gives even the hard expe- 
riences of life a brighter aspect, but it would be well 
for the world if God's children more constantly ex- 
pected happy surprise from the Father in Heaven. A 
man wakes up some morning to find himself great. 
He had not planned for it, nor worked for it specifi- 
cally, nor could he in that case have found it. Like 
a breath of the Divine spirit the new power has 
seemed to steal upon him, as it were in the darkness 
of the night. Previously unexpected faculties reveal 
themselves to him, so delightfully is he taken un- 
aware, Surely it is not too bold an explanation that 
here, and in many another happy experience, are 
some of the unceasing exhibitions of the richness and 
variety of the divine nature which men must learn to 
expect to take them by surprise. 





Is Victory Earned, or a Gift? 


Every saved child of God at one time or another 


longs for victory over sin, Yet many such children of 
God have sadly given up hope of having in this world 
a complete victory, mistakenly supposing that that 
blessing is only for the life after this. They do not 
know how simple, and how immediately available, is 
the victory for which they are not daring to hope. It 
is right at hand, in Christ, for all who let him unde- 
ceive them as to the lie which Satan has told them, 
and who will receive the victorious life as the outright, 
supernatural gift of God. 

An earnest reader in Minnesota expresses what are 
more or less the thoughts of many on this subject. 
He writes with hearty appreciation, yet with frankly 
expressed positiveness ; 

For years I have been a reader of your most valuable paper, 
and it has always been a great help to me. 

I am puzzled, however, at what you say in your Notes on 
Open Letters of May 30, 1914. Under the heading, ‘' Victory 
Christ's Work, Not Ours,’’ vou state : 


‘*Christ is living the victorious life to-day ; and Christ is 
your life. ‘Therefore stop trying. Let him do it all. Your 
effort or trying had nothing to do with the salvation which you 


have in Christ : in exactly the same way your effort and trying 
can have nothing to do with the complete victory which 
Christ alone has achieved for you and can steadily achieve in 
you."’ 

. Can this be true? If it is, why should any one make the 
effort so much as to accept Christ as his Saviour, let alone 
Striving to put out of his life tendencies that he knows are bad, 
that his life may be purer and better, more attractive and lov- 
able? If Christ does it all, why so much as the effort even to 
believe that he is the Saviour? 

You have taken the incentive to be a Christian out of the hands 
of any one by saying that Christ saves whom he will regard- 
less of whether they want to be saved or not, or you are preach- 
ing the gospel of universal salvation, 

I have no hesitancy in saying I do not believe in your posi- 
tion. My entire experience refutes it. Had I never made the 
effort to be a child of God through Christ, and desired it and 
agonized that I might be saved, I do not believe that I should 
ever have had the consciousness of being saved by him, but 
probably would have gone onas aselfish and self-seeking man 
of the world, and paid less and less attention to his claims 
upon my life. ‘Therefore I claim that Christ plus my efforts 
won the victory,—either futile without the other. 

I believe that the victorious life which your correspondent 
writes about is brought about by the continuous desire and 
effort to gain it, and that it will not come without that desire 
and that effort. I realize, of course, that no man can save 
himself, but I believe that God expects every man to do his 
part toward that salvation. 


It is true that God can save no man unless that man 
does his part toward salvation. But what is man’s 
part? Jtis to receive the salvation that God offers 
him in Christ. The Sunday School Times is not 
preaching Universalism. It believes that the whole 
message of the Bible rebukes that mistake. God 
forces salvation on no one; and God has revealed to 
us in his Word that many reject salvation, Our wills 





are free to act; their action is the accepting or the reject- 
ing of the ‘‘ free gift of God... eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord,’’ 

But this act of the will, by which we voluntarily 
and deliberately decide to take what God offers us, is 
not what was meant, in that ‘editorial’ on victory, “by 
‘‘effort."’ Men do not, by agonized effort, secure 
their salvation. They may agonize indeed under the 
conviction of sin which the Holy Spirit brings into 
their life. That is his way of showing them that they 
need salvation. But their agony ceases when they 
accept the free gift and realize that God has done for 
them what, by all their agony, they could never have 
done for themselves. 

Yet the great truth that so many earnest, surren- 
dered Christians have even yet failed to see is that 
salvation is a twofold gift: freedom from the Jenalty 
of sin, and freedom from the Jower of sin. All Chris- 
tians have received in Christ as their Saviour their 
freedom from the penalty of their sins, and they have 
received this as an outright giftfrom God. But many 
Christians have not yet realized that they may, in the 
same way, and by the same kind of faith in the same 
God and Saviour, receive now and here the freedom 
from the power of their sins which was won for them 
by their Saviour on the cross. Even though they 
know clearly that their own efforts have nothing to do 
with their salvation from the Jexa/ty of their sins, they 
are yet deceived by the Adversary into believing that 
somehow their own efforts must play a part in their 
present victory over the Jower of theirsins. Oxr 
efforts can not only never play any part in our victory 
over the power of sin, but they can and do effectually 
prevent such victory. 

If an unsaved man came to Christ, and said, ‘*I 
want to be saved from the penalty of my sins, and I 
will let you save me provided you will let me share 
in accomplishing my salvation, so that you and I shall 
always know that you did part of it and I did part of 
it,’’ Christ could not save that man, Salvation is a 
gift ; and a gift is not a gift if it is partly earned. 

In exactly the same way, if we, as saved Christians, 
come to our Lord and say, ‘‘I want to be saved from 
the power of my sins, and I will let you save me pro- 
vided you will let me share with you in the work of 
overcoming their power, so that you and I shall always 
know that part of this victory has been accomplished 
by you, and part has been accomplished by me,’’ 
Christ cannot save us from the power of our sins, 
When our Lord says to us by the Holy Spirit through 
Paul, «Sin shall not have dominion over you : for ye 
are not under law, but under grace,’’ he wants us to 
remember what grace is. Grace is not partly man’s 
work and partly God's work.. It is wholly God's 


AUG; 1, 1914 


work ; and all that man can do is to receive it as 
God’ s outright, undeserved, and wholly sufficient gift. 

We are to use our will to accept the gift of victory ; 
we are not to make an effort to win the victory. 
What should we say of children in a household who 
spent Christmas Eve agonizing in their desires and 
efforts to make sure that on the morrow they should 
have all the gifts that Christmas ought to bring them ? 
Would this be pleasing to the loving parents who had 
been spending themselves to the uttermost of their 
resources to provide gifts for those children? Even 
supposing that on Christmas morning the children 
stopped their agonizing and their efforts, and grate- 
fully took from the open, loving hands of their par- 
ents all that was being offered to them : what part 
would the struggles of the night before have played 
in the receiving of the gifts? At the best would it 
not have been, not only utterly unnecessary, but asad 
reflection on the trustworthiness and love of the par- 
ents? And could not the receiving of the gifts take 
place only after the mistaken efforts had ceased ? 

The only thing for those children to do on Christ- 
mas Day is to use their wills to receive what the love 
of the parents has provided. Ifa child chose to use 
his will to refuse the gifts, the gifts would not be his. 
There would be no ‘‘universalism,’’ even in that 
little family, if a gift was deliberately refused by a 
child, But the efforts of the children can have no 
place in making Christmas Day a time of their joy- 
ous receiving of the expressed love of the father and 
mother. . 

Our Lord wants our lives on earth to be one long 
Christmas Day of receiving his gift of himself as our 
victory. Wedon’tneed to agonize about it ; we don’t 
need to work for it. The more we work and the more 
we agonize, the more we prevent or postpone what he 
wants to giveus now. If we say that our experience 
refutes this, do we mean that we have found through 
the help of our own efforts a satisfying completeness 
of victory in our life over all recognized sin, so that 
impatience, irritation, unlove, impurity, have been 
taken out of our life, and we are able to live from day 
to day not only free from outward expression of these 
sins, but free from their dominion within us? Per- 
haps we have not even dared to hope for the freedom 
that Christ is really offering us now and here from the 
power of known sin. 

The effortless life is not the will-less life. «.We use 
our will to believe, to. receive, but not to exert effort 
in trying to accomplish what only God can do. Our 
hope for victory over sin is not ‘‘Christ plus my 
efforts,’’ but ‘‘ Christ plus my receiving.’’ To receive 
victory from him is to believe his word that solely by 
his grace he is, this moment, freeing us from the 
dominion of sin. And to believe on him in this way 
is to recognize that he is doing for us what we cannot 
do for ourselves. When our Lord was in Nazareth he 
could do ‘‘not many mighty works there because of’’ 
—their inactivity ? No; ‘‘ because of their unbelief.’’ 
Christ’s power is not futile without our effort, but it is 
made futile by our effort. To attemptto share by our 
effort in what only grace can do is to defeat grace. 
‘*This only would I learn from you, Received ye the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? Are ye so foolish ? having begun in the Spirit, 
are ye now perfected in the flesh?... He therefore 
that supplieth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles 
among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith?... For freedom did Christ set 
us free: stand fast therefore, and be not entangled 


_again in a yoke of bondage. ... But I say, Walk by 


the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.’’ 

The victorious life is brought about wholly by Christ, 
and is sustained, not by our continued effort, but 
through our continued receiving. 

And let us never forget this simple truth : the faith 
which lets Christ bring us into and sustain us in vic- 
tory is just remembering that Christ is faithful; that it is 
his responsibility and duty to accomplish this miracle 
in our lives, and that he is always true to his duty. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


LMIGHTY GOD, our Father: Our prayer to thee is the 
cry of weakness to Infinite Strength. Our hearts are 
such bundles of unassorted impulses, chafing inconsis- 

tencies, and warring tendencies! ‘Thus our lives become un- 
steady and haphazard. Oh, link us more closely with thyself ! 
So ballast us with thy wisdom that our efforts shall cease to 
be but a series of dislocating jerks, and our best days made up 
of mere fits and starts. Open our arteries and nerves to the 
constant inflow of thine own life. Let every shock come to us 
as anew summons. Let every tender experience flood us with 
new warmth. Suffuse our frame with God. Make every cor- 
ner of our being tingle with thee. Enter in, Lord Jesus, and 
take full possession—until, amid the. hum of business, the chat- 
ter of society and the clatter of the streets, thy still small 
voice shall ever be heard. 
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Glorifying God in the Panama- Pacific Exposition 


Exposition Secr of the Federal Council 
H. Bell, D.D. a an Ghantes Coste nay aay 
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es ND £, f 1 be lifted up, will draw all men unto 

me. Itis the conviction of some that at all 

such gatherings of the nations as the Panama- 

Pacific Exposition is to be, our Lord Jesus Christ 
should be lifted up. 

What is that Panama Canal to do? It is to join the 


world’s two greatest oceans forever. It is to change - 


the map of the world forever—commercially, and in 
every other way. It is to bring face to face, as they 
have never been brought face to face, the two great 
civilizations of our age : the Christian civilization, and 
all that is included in what we call the non-Christian 
civilization. And it is to let these two civilizations 
look each other in the eye as they have never before 
looked each other in the eye, measure each other's 
greatnesses and their weaknesses, each other's poten- 
tialities and powers, each other's present and future, 
as they have never been measured. The celebration 
of that event is worth while, 

Out of what does a great fair or exposition grow ? 
Wht are the basic principles which underlie these 
expositions which have been? Do they grow out of 
the principles of the non-Christian religions? One's 
answer will almost instantly be negative. Then in 
such an exposition as is proposed in 1915 shall the 
cause be hidden when the effect is public? Shall 
the mother be kept out of sight when the child is in 
evidence? Or shall not the faith that gives to us a 
great exposition also be in evidence? Shall we not 
undertake to lift our Christian religion up in such a 
way as to show its supremacy? What is the object 
of such an exposition as this? The purpose is the 
celebration of the opening of the Panama Canal, which 
I think will be conceded the greatest engineering feat 
of all history. Whatis the purpose of the religious 
work in connection with such an exposition? That 
we may glorify God through Jesus Christ in the win- 
ning of souls and the widening of the kingdom. 

At the Chicago Exposition of 1893 that sainted man 
of God, Dwight L. Moody, undertook and carried on 
a great evangelistic work. The Chicago Fair covered 
a period of a little over four months. The Panama- 
Pacific Exposition will run almost ten months, begin- 
ning on the 2oth of February next, and running until 
the 4th of December. 


A Challenge to Christianity 

The nations of the earth will be our guests. There 
are something like thirty-seven nations that are to 
have their own national buildings at the Exposition. 
The Exposition will lift in climax the best we have at 
this age of civilization, in science, in art, in indus 
try, if not also in literature. Our Western railroads 
tell us they must make provision for hauling from west 
of Chicago at least a million of people. There are 
something like five hundred thousand tickets matur- 
ing between the first of November and the opening of 
the Exposition, in Southern Europe, that have been 
sold there on the instalment plan, covering a period 
of five or six years of time, at a small rate, running in 
some cases—the lowest tickets—at about ten cents per 
month ; and those people will be brought through the 
Canal at a rate of ten dollars on first-class tickets and 
five dollars on second-class tickets more than they 
would land them for at the city of New York. Thus 
we can glimpse something of the numbers that are 
coming from that section of the world alone. When 
we note that China is to invest a million of dollars in 
her exhibit at the Exposition, we realize that many of 
her leading citizens will be in attendance ; and the same 
is true of Japan, Japan is putting in a splendid exhibit. 
She will astonish the world in her exhibit of hygiene. 

Material things are going to be elevated to the cli- 
max there. The great machinery hall is to cover 
nine and one-half acres. Do you ask, ‘‘ How will 
they ever fill it?’ When I left San Francisco in May 
the building was one and one-half times subscribed 
to its capacity. Itis not a question of filling, but a 
question of elimination. And in that building will 
not be exhibited an article that was patented earlier 
than 1905. What is to be exhibited for prizes in that 
great building will show the scientific activity in the 
field of invention during the last ten years. That 
shows something of the concreteness and the intensity 
of the undertaking all the way along. It would be a 
reflection upon us indeed if we did not scale an ex- 


position in 1915 far above and beyond an exposition 
in 1893. It is said by the management that when the 
gates are thrown open an outlay of eighty millions of 
dollars will be represented. Now if that be true, that 
the material is to be elevated in climax, every thought- 
ful man or woman who represents the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whose eyes are clear enough to see the vision, 
whose minds are clear enough to get the great chal- 
lenge that is made to evangelical Christianity to-day, 
wili be willing to say that the spiritual also should be 
put into the supremacy. 


Let Us Fulfil Expectations 

Just what is the opportunity for religious work 
there? It is a wonderful opportunity, and twofold in 
its nature. First, there is the opportunity to preach 
the old gospel in all its power, bringing it with the 
modern application, The nations of the earth will be 
our guests, but there will also attend that Exposition 
hundreds and thousands of our own American people 
who are indifferent to religious things. And not only 
many who are now in the leadership of Japan and 
China, but many others perhaps who soon will come 
into the leadership of those countries, will be there. 
I wonder if we realize what is going on in those two 
old lands. I wonder if we fully appreciate the fact 
that there is a peculiar disintegration of the old faiths 
yonder, and a moving out along new lines. And there 
wili come, I am persuaded, hundreds and thousands 
from China and Japan and India who will not only 
wish to study our progress in science and arts and 
industry, but who will expect to see Christianity, 
which they think is the key to the character of this 
nation, the key to the success of America. Shall we 
disappoint, that expectation ? 

We of San Francisco alone cannot meet that expec- 
tation. I have been a pastor there for sixteen years 
and have passed through all the peculiar experiences 
of that appalling disaster and the reconstruction per- 
iod. Ina population of a half million on our side of 
the bay there are to-day not to exceed four and one 
half per cent in our Protestant churches ; that shows 
what a conflict there is. It is a task to do Christian 
work there! Yet I believe that you cannot find in any 
city on the face of the earth a better class of followers 
of Jesus Christ. Perhaps one reason is that it means 
something to come up against the odds there, and live 
for him, work for him, and sacrifice for him. 

This great work is not to be local. It is not to be 
provincial. It is not to be for the Pacific Coast. It 








When material interests are given, upon, occa- 
sion, pre-eminence in human life, there is a real 
need for strong reminders of something more vital 
and noteworthy than even the achievements of 
material progress. What does the Panama Canal 
open to the world? What results will abide after 
its commercial effects have become commonplace? 
What shall be said and done at the great com- 
memoration Exposition to open to the soul of man 
new channels of spiritual experience ? That is 
the burden of Dr. Bell’s call to the American peo- 
ple. And much will be done. 

Many readers of The Sunday School Times will 
be on hand to share in the distinctively religious 
work of the Exposition. Some are already plan- 
ning to go under the arrangements suggested to 
them by The Sunday School Times, by which the 
paper intends to make it possible for very many 
to go without money-cost to the one who goes. 
Will you ask about the plan? It may readily solve 
the problem of your attendance. 

The railroads are making special rates. The 
Exposition has issued a Fact Book that tells very 
many things that the prospective visitor may want 
to know. We shall be glad to send to any inquirer 
about our Panama-Pacific Expense Plan a copy 
of this booklet, as long as our supply lasts, with 
a pamphlet copy of this article by Dr. Bell. It is 
not too early to get the facts on which your decis- 
ion about the trip can be based. 


is not to be limited to the nation. It is to be interna- 
tional. We cannot of ourselves finance and do that 
work, and so our committee has sent some of us out 
to finance it. Wecan bring the gospel to bear upon 
two great civilizations, the civilization of the non- 
Christian world and the civilization of the Christian 
world: bring the gospel to bear there day by day 
with mighty impact. Has the Lord ever given such a 
challenge to the Christianity of America as this? 

The program for this Christian work must be ade- 
quate. It includes the work inside the grounds and 
a work outside the grounds, Inside the grounds 
there is to be located a modest building which will 
house a concrete exhibition of missions, home and 
foreign, Sunday-school work, Christian Endeavor 
work, Young Men's Christian Association work, and 
kindred organizations of the church which have ope- 
rated in the uplift of the race. And this must be put 
upon the intensive basis if we are to be in keeping 
with other exhibits. 

The United States Government, for example, is 
preparing a wonderful exhibit. Its intensive character 
is shown by such a thing as this: A great eye, repre- 
senting the human eye, about four feet in diameter, 
in a glass case in a large room, and arranged with 
electrical apparatus to show the effect of the atmos- 
pheric conditions on the optic nerve and the other 
nerves leading to it, and this will illustrate what goes 
on in connection with the position of the eye and the 
conditions that obtain in connection with it until you 
have a concrete illustration before you that you will 
not forget. Or, again, a large fly with mechanical 
apparatus in a room specially fitted up; the fly will 
dip into something poisonous, then it will come and 
touch the butter on your table, and the effect of that 
will be carried out. Or it will touch the face of a 
little baby in its cradle, and the pathological effect of 
that will be carried out until that child has passed 
through the stages of fever and has recovered, or has 
been laid away in a little grave near by. The effect of 
that kind of illustration will be that no mother or father 
will ever again look on the fly in the old way. They 
have gotten a lesson, whether they can analyze it or not. 


A Hint of the Plans 


So our religious work must be scaled on the inten- 
sive plan if we are to make an impression, and we 
have arranged to do this, 

In this building we shall have an audience cham- 
ber seating perhaps twelve hundred people, and on 
the platform every day at noon there will be an ad- 
dress from some leading American or other well-known 
Christian man or woman,—a great, strong Christian 
message, —nothing of the ‘* Parliament of Religions"’ 
idea, but the emphasizing of the great facts of Chris- 
tianity, experimental, historical, missionary, and the 
like. 

The building outside the grounds will be a large 
tabernacle, arranged for evangelistic meetings every 
night. We shall have 217 days of time to conduct 
the campaign. Mr. Moody's campaign in Chicago 
twenty-one years ago ran four months, Ours will run 
about three times as long. These great outside meet- 
ings will be in the hands of some of our sanest and 
strongest evangelists. Gypsy Smith and Billy Sun- 
day have promised to be with us. A letter from Dr. 
Chapman says, ‘‘I hope I can be with you.’’ Dr. 
John McNeil of Toronto, and that class of men, will 
be asked to take part of the time and lead us in this 
great evangelistic work ; and the evangelistic note will 
be sounded every night in that central building, — 
made central that we may command the street-car 
facilities to the hutels and lodging-places. Then at 
noon every day in one of the largest theaters there 
will be a meeting for men, and another for women, 
and others for boys and girls, until the whole city will 
be reached. 

It will be worth crossing the continent to see the 
architectural designs of the beautiful palaces of the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition in their grand scenic 
effect, for I have never looked upon anything in 
buildings so wondrously striking as those. But do 
not stop there : come to do your part as a Christian 
man or woman in seeking to glorify God in winning 
souls and widening His Kingdom. 

SAN Francisco, Cau. 
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THE HEART OF A GIRL 


Have you ever been baffled by a child? Perhaps this glimpse of a real- 
life problem and privilege will be an encouragement to you and to others 


By Angelina W. Wray 


> 








I], “JUST FIVE” 


RACIE NEAL sat in the front row in the Begin- 
ners’ Department, her pretty curls dancing, her 
shoulders shaking with merriment. 

‘*Gracie, dear, what are you doing? ‘Turn around 
this way, please."’ 

‘*Yes, Miss Williams, in a minute."’ 

‘*No. This minute, Turn right around, Gracie.’’ 

Gracie turned a smiling face toward the speaker. 

‘*Marion Benner’s making me giggle,’’ she mur- 
mured, 

Marion's sober little countenance showed righteous 
indignation. 

‘‘I wasn’t. She pops her tongue away out, and 
then pops it in again, but I didn't laugh, not even a 
tiny speck, Miss Williams.”’ 

‘I know you didn’t, dear, Now, Gracie," look 
right at me, while I tell the story for the afternoon.’’ 

Gracie folded her wee hands demurely and bent an 
absorbed gaze upon the speaker. 

The story was about Daniel in the lions’ den. In- 
terested, enthusiastic, the children listened to the nar- 
rative, Just as the climax approached, a sweet voice 
piped eagerly, 

**Miss Williams—"’ 

‘¢«Never mind, dear. Wait till I have finished the 
story. Then you may talk.”’ 

*‘Oh! but I can't wait. I'll have to tell you right 
away. Just the minute I get home from Sunday-school 
I'm going to have a cookie cat !"’ 

‘*Isn't that nice? But never mind just now. You 
see, children, there was Daniel in the midst of the 
hungry lions, but he was safe, because God was—"’ 

‘*Don't you wish you were going to have a cookie 
cat, Miss Williams? It's going to have black currant 
eyes, and a white icing tai-ul !”’ 

Daniel and the lions sank into sudden and complete 
insignificance, Miss Williams tried in vain to regain 
interest and attention. The ‘‘cookie cat’’ had effec- 
tually diverted both. 

Really disheartened at the seeming failure of her 
well-prepared lesson, she looked her discouragement, 
but attention turned to her again when Marion said 
soberly, 

‘*«Go on, Miss Williams. Please tell us the rest. 
I like to hear how God tooked care of that poor man,"’ 

‘*So do I,’’ said Gracie, adding virtuously, ‘‘1 love 
your stories, Miss Williams, and I love to see the gold 
filling-in your back tooth when you laugh.”’ 

‘¢Marion is a perfect treasure,’’ the teacher re- 
marked at the close of the session, looking after the 
children as they started homeward, Gracie the center 
of a crowd of laughing, chattering little folk, while 
Marion walked sedately, in company with two or three 
other grave-minded lassies. 

‘¢There’s the biggest difference between her and 
Gracie,’’ assented her fellow-teacher. ‘The latter is 
a regular little flutterbudget, if there ever was one, 
and Marion is a wee woman already. Gracie can’t 
let her alone, either. As soon as they arein the same 
room, look out for trouble !’’ 

*« They're so dissimilar, I suppose, that one irritates 
the other. That Gracie is a tiny witch. One can’t 
help loving her, but she upsets the whole class. I 
don’t believe she heard three words of the lesson or 
understood the drift of the story, at all.’’ 


ISS WILLIAMS was mistaken. At home, while 
the ‘*cookie cat’’ was being demolished, Gra- 
cie related the entire story in Miss Williams’ 

best manner, to Martha, the colored cook, who was 
greatly edified and impressed. 

‘* Now, fo’ de lan’s sake, Miss Gracie,’’ she ex- 
claimed. ‘*Huccome yo’ ricommember so much?’’ 

‘‘It's because I sit up straight and listen to my 
teacher,’’ Gracie informed her. 

‘*Doan yo’ tuhn eroun’ nur giggle in de class, nur 
*sturb de hull pusseedin’s ?”’ 

‘*No,"’ proudly. ‘*I don’t do anything bad at all. 
And I don’t do anything disturbing except stick my 
tongue out at Marion Benner."’ 

**Oh! Miss Gracie! Yo’ knows dat am wrong! 
Dat am suttinly monst’ ous onladylike, dat am !"’ 

‘* Well, it may be unladylike, but it certainly isn’t 
wrong. There's nothing in the Bible about sticking 
your tongue out,”’ 


‘An’ Miss Marion's a mighty nice good lil gal. 
What in de worl’ yo’ want to ac’ dat-a-way fo’ ?’’ 

‘*She just makes me feel like it, that's all,’’ and 
Gracie sighed deeply, ‘‘I wish—I wish —I wish my 
tongue was longer, so I could stick it out farther !”’ 

The next Sunday Gracie fell into deep disgrace. It 
was a warm, close day, when the air in the pretty 
class-room seemed lifeless and unbearable. Forty-two 
out of forty-three Beginners, limp and dispirited, re- 
fused to be roused to animation, Miss Williams tried 
all their favorite songs without success, Then she let 
them march, but they went listlessly, as if keeping 
step were an added discomfort. 


HE forty-third Beginner had spirits utterly un- 
daunted by the weather. She sang, loudly and 
energetically, out of both time and tune. She 

marched with vigor and abandon. She pushed, she 
pulled, she officiously straightened hair ribbons and 
sashes, she curled ringlets around her fingers, and un- 
braided the tightest pig-tails hanging temptingly be- 
fore her. 

‘In short,’’ as Miss Williams declared almost tear- 
fuily, as she rehearsed her woes to a sympathetic au- 
dience, ‘*she made herself just as exasperating as the 
child of Christian parents possibly could, I don’t see 
how any minister ever came to have a child like that ! 
She is worse than any Hottentot, and I don’t care who 
hears me say it! I stood her antics till I couldn’t put 
up with them one minute longer, and then—I bor- 
rowed a leaf from my old day-school experiences and 
stood her in the corner with her face to the wall.’ 

**You did !’’ 

‘sI did.’’ 

‘«What did she say ?”’ 

‘«She was worse than ever. The way she twisted 
and turned and squirmed and sulked beggars all de- 
scription. When she was ready to go home I called 
her to me and said softly, ‘I’m sorry you were 
naughty, dear.’ And what do you think she did ? 
She flounced past me like a small Queen of Sheba, 
and exclaimed, ‘Your sorrow will be worse when I 
tell my Grandpa Lawrence how perfectly disergreeable 
you've been!’ I'll have to give up the class, that’s 
all there is about it. I literally cannot stand her 
another Sunday.’’ 

‘* Have you ever tried giving her a sense of respon- 
sibility, putting a smaller child in her care or some- 
thing of that kind ?”’ 

‘* My goodness ! responsibility! She's responsible 
for the whole class! You couldn’t confine her activi- 
ties toone! And as for looking after a smaller child, 
she looks after them all, impartially.’’ 

‘*But doesn’t public opinion militate against her 
antics, as you call them ?’’ 

Miss Williams laughed unwillingly. 

‘*Public opinion? Why! she is the moulder of 
public opinion, I assure you. And her performances 
are infinitely interesting to the class.’’ 


HE poor little ‘* Queen of Sheba,’’ forlornly walk- 

ing homeward, had lost all her air of bravado. 

She had dismissed her court of indignant sym- 

pathizers, and in her ears rang the memory of Marion's 
somewhat self-righteous taunt, 

‘«Isn’t it just aw—aw-awful how Gracie Neal be- 
haves in Sunday-school? I don’t see how Miss Wil- 
liams can ever like her again !’’ 

*«T don’t care if she doesn’t like me. I don’t mind 
if she is sorry,’’ Gracie muttered to herself. ‘*She'’s 
as mean as mean can be !—to degrace me like that, 
before the class !’’ 

Cuddled close to Grandpa Lawrence's loving heart 
she told the story of the afternoon’s troubles, and 
Grandpa sympathized, chided, and, it must be con- 
fessed, smiled a little, behind the safe shelter of the 
curly head. 

**You see, grandpa, it was most’ str’ ordinarily warm 
in our room, and all the other children sit still when 
it's like that. But I’m areg’larw'iggler. And every 
time I tried to sit still, I wiggled worse. But after 
she made me stand in the corner, then I got real dis- 
ergreeable, too. I guess she was sorry she didn’t keep 
her patience better.”’ 

‘«Disagreeable? How, dear?’’ 

Gracie flushed. ‘‘ Like this, grandpa.’’ Her rosy 
lips pouted, her small nose puckered, and long-drawn 


sighs came from her bosom so realistically that even a 
partial grandfather could imagine how irritating they 
might be. 

‘*You don’t look a bit like my little girl now,’’ he 
said sorrowfully. ‘*You look just like a sulky little 
Indian,"’ 

‘Grandpa Lawrence !’’ 

«Yes, I'mashamed of you. You ought to go and 
tell Miss Williams you are sorry."’ 

Gracie turned away without a word. If her dearest 
grandpa failed her, she was indeed forsaken. 

An hour later the old gentleman, sitting alone on the 
porch, was surprised to see his little grandchild running 
up the street in breathless haste. 

‘*Grandpa ! grandpa ! read this !’’ shecried, hand- 
ing him a note. 

Mr. Lawrence opened it with some curiosity and 
read, 


DEAR MR. LAWRENCE: 

Gracie came all the way to my home to tell me she 
was sorry she had been so ‘disergreeable’ this afternoon, 
She wanted me to write to you, so you ‘ would know I was- 
n’t mad any longer.’ What a dear little, queer litile com- 
pound she is! I hope I may have patience and insight 
enough to help her in the right way. It is impossible to 
keep from loving her, 

Very sincerely, 
RutH R, WILLIAMs. 


Matters went along more‘smoothly in the Beginners’ 
Department for several weeks after this, but at last 
came another explosion. 

Miss Williams had been telling the class about the 
beauty of the moon and stars, calling them God's 
lamps hung high in the sky. Gracie, who had been 
listening intently, took instant exception to this. 

‘*My grandpa calls them something else,’’ she 
said, . ‘*Heteached me a little poem about the stars, 
I'll say it for you,’’ and with great dramatic effect she 
proclaimed, 

‘¢ ¢ Silently, one by one, in the infested meadows of 
heaven, 
Blossomed the lovely stars, the forget-me-nots of 
the angels,’ ’’ 


HE paused and glanced at the teacher. Miss Wil- 
liams had raised her handkerchief to her face, 
She was visibly touched by some emotion. The 

little girl looked around with a smile of triumph. 

‘* Infinite, dear, not infested. You didn’t get that 
one word quite right,’’ Miss Williams said at last, 
‘Would you— would you like to say it again ?’’ 

Approbation was ambrosia to Gracie. Drawing a 
deep breath she repeated the lines, venturing this 
time to add one of the tragic gestures she had admired 
in an impersonation given at the church not long be- 
fore. Then stopped suspiciously, Miss Williams 
was agitated, not with appreciation, but with laughter, 

Gracie sat down with loud and gloomy emphasis, 
Her soul burned with indignation. She sulked osten- 
tatiously the rest of the afternoon. 

All the way home the child nursed her injury. 

‘*She’s my enermy, and I'll never, never forgive 
her,’’ she assured herself vindictively. ‘‘She laughed 
at me, right in front of the whole class.’’ 

At morning prayers the next day she almost jumped 
when her gentle mother gave as her verse for the day, 

««* But I say unto you, Love your enemies, do good 
to them that hate you, bless them that curse you, 
pray for them that despitefully use you.’ ’’ 

‘*H-m !’’ the child meditated. ‘‘Well, I don’t 
intend to love Miss Williams any more, even if she is 
my enermy and my Sunday-school teacher. The 
Bible says too hard things. Yes, she is my enermy. 
Of course she doesn’t hate me, ezactly,’’ with unwill- 
ing remembrance of the many times Miss Williams 
had given her pleasure. ‘And she never cursed me, 
*cause she doesn’t use swear words. Nor she never 
persecuted me, ’cause I never took my doll to Sunday- 
school."’ (Gracie thought persecute meant to stick 
pins in dolls, because once when her big cousin Alfred 
had teased her in that way his mother had said, ‘Stop 
persecuting the child, Alfred.’’) ‘* But she did dis- 
spitefully use me, ’cause she laughed and laughed !’’ 

Day after day the little girl brooded over the matter. 
She was a sensitive little thing, and the atmosphere of 
admiring praise with which her numerous relatives 























LESSON FOR AUG. 16 (Matt. 21 : 33-46) 


surrounded her might well have turned an older and 
a wiser head. 

Week after week Miss Williams missed the old win- 
ning smile, the pressure of the dimpled hands, the 
friendly light in the blue eyes, The other department 
teachers laughed at her gravity. 

‘*You are a goose to worry over that spoiled child,’’ 
one of them assured her. 

**I can’t help caring,’’ Miss Williams answered, 
‘« We were just getting to be such good friends. I felt 
that I had really gotten a key to her nature. And I 
can’t help realizing that I am to blame. You see, I 
asked her to repeat those lines solely for my own 
amusement. You can’t imagine how utterly ridicu- 
lous she was! But I suspected her extreme sensitive- 
ness, and should have respected it. And now, Mary, 
as sorry as I feel, I can’t help smiling when that mite 
sweeps past me with an air of gentle melancholy or 
crosses the street when she sees me coming. What 
would you do about it. 

‘**Do? I'd let her severely alone until her ‘gentle 
melancholy’ had evaporated."’ 

Later Miss Williams confided in her friend again. 

‘*T think I am almost forgiven,’’ she said smilingly. 
*«Last week and to-day Gracie has brought me a bou- 
quet and has fairly hung around me, offering to do all 
kinds of helpful deeds. She will not let me touch her, 
so I know there is a slight barrier between us yet, but 
she is anxious to make friends again. That child is 
going to be an interesting study as she develops."’ 

Gracie’s feelings, however, had not really changed 
in the least. She had been deeply hurt, and the su- 
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perior air with which Marion regarded her kept the 
wound still sore. But in spite of her hasty temper, 
erratic ways, and love of mischief, she was exceedingly 
conscientious, The Bible was her authority on all sub- 
jects, and since the Bible commanded it, she prayed 
strenuously and insistently for Miss Williams, who 
had wronged her. The prayers, perhaps, suggested 
little kindnesses, and on the occasion of the third pre- 
sentation of a bouquet, Miss Williams seized and 
kissed her, asking half-laughingly, ‘‘ Well, midget, 
am I forgiven at last?’’ 

Gracie hesitated. To her own surprise she had 
nestled her curly head on the teacher's shoulder, feel- 
ing the old love return in overwhelming measure. 

‘*You—you—it was mean to let me say that piece 
twice just so you—you—you could laugh at me,"’ she 
said chokingly. 


‘I think so, too,’’ Miss Williams answered 
promptly. - **You don’t know how funny you were, 
dear. Some day when you are older I'll tell you 


about it and I’m sure you will laugh, too. But I 
should have remembered that you were making an 
especial effort to please me. Now is it all right, 
dear ?’’ 

‘*Yes.’" Gracie gave her one of her rare kisses, 
and the two enjoyed a few moments of genuine love- 
making, although Miss Williams would have again 
fallen into disfavor had Gracie suspected her amuse- 
ment as the child said virtuously, 

‘And I prayed for you through it all, Miss Will- 
iams. Yes, even when you disspitefully used me !"’ 

(70 be continued in next week's issue.) 
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Where 2500 Sunday-School Workers Met 


Further glimpses of the actions and interests of the International Sunday School 
Convention that adjourned June 30 in Chicago 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 








WO great exhibits were features of the convention : 
the Commercial Exhibit and the Educational 
Exhibit. Both of these were in the basement 

of Medinah Temple, and they gave Sunday-school 
workers an extraordinary opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with the best that is going on in the Sun- 
day-school world of North America, The Commer- 
cial Exhibit set forth the varied and multitudinous 
supplies which are being provided for the Sunday- 
school world by Sunday-school publishers and supply 
houses. This Exhibit showed what is being done 
in various parts of North America by the Sunday- 
schools, Sunday-school publishers, and Sunday- 
school associations. A ‘*World’s Sunday School 
Association Booth’’ gave an inviting glimpse of the 
prospects for the next World’s Convention at Tokyo 
in 1916. 
give its readers an interesting description ot some of 
the best things that were seen in the Educational Ex- 
hibit, written by Mr. E. Y. Woolley, superintendent 
of The Moody Sunday-school. 


HOSE who had had experience in great conven- 
tions spoke with unstinted praise and gratitude 
of the remarkable work of Cliicago’s Committee 

of One Hundred, which bore the tremendous burden 
ef the local arrangements for the largest International 
Sunday School Convention ever held. The chairman 
of thig committee of business and professional men 
was Mr, William G, Sherer. A vast amount of watch- 
fulness and labor at unthinkably many points could 
alone have sufficed to produce the smoothly running 
results. 


MONG the formal Resolutions adopted by the 
convention were the following : 


We declare ourselves as definitely evangelistic in pur- 
pose, and as more than ever determined to stress the one, 
chief aim of all Sunday-school work, that, namely, of seek- 
ing to lead scholars, young and old, to saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ as their personal and only Redeemer. 

We declare ourselves as distinctly missionary in vision, 
purpose, program, and achievement. 

We declare in favor of greater emphasis by all Field 
Workers and in all our schools upon the Home Department 
as an evangelizing agency, and upon the obligation and 
privileges of the Family Altar. 

We declare in favor of the Vacation Bible Schools and 
urge hearty co-operation on the part of all our forces in 
this great work, 


We declare ourselves in favor of faithfulness and dili- 
gence on the part of all Sunday-schools in the use of the 
Temperance Lessons in order to educate every member for 
total abstinence, for the destruction of the liquor traffic, 


Later The Sunday School Times hopes to, 


« 


strength again after long illness. 


for the extinction of the cigarette and the tobacco habit in 
every form, and for the surrender of every self-indulgence 
which impairs or destroys the power to render service to 
30d and man, 

We declare in favor of the religious work planned by the 
Committee of One Hundred appointed by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America to be done 
during the Panama-Pacific International Exposition at San 
Francisco, and commend the same to the careful attention 
of our constituency. We also endorse the plan to hold an 
International Lord’s Day Congress at San Francisco during 
the said Exposition, and express the hope that it will result 
in so quickening the Christian conscience as to give Cali- 
fornia a weekly rest day. 

N FRONT of the speaker's rostrum in the center of 
the great platform of Medinah Temple there had 
been standing during the first few days of the 

convention something covered with fwo United States 
flags. Atone of the morning sessions it was explained 
to the convention that, by the generosity of Mr. 
H. J. Heinz of Pittsburgh, there had in earlier years 
been presented to the International or World’s Sun- 
day School Associations handsome oil portraits of 
leading Sunday-school workers, —those of B, F. 
Jacobs, William Reynolds, Dr. John Potts, Sir Francis 
Flint Belsey, and Bishop John H. Vincent. Tivo 
more were now to be presented at the Chicago Con- 
vention. One portrait was that of the beloved retiring 
president of the convention, who served for nine years 
as Chairman of the International Executive Committee, 
Mr. W. N. HartShorn of Boston. It was a joy to have 
Mr. Hartshorn in his personal presence at the Chicago 
Convention as in former days, restored to health and 
His successor in 
the International presidency, Dr. Hamill, presented 
the Hartshorn portrait to the convention, and Mr. 
Hartshorn himself was almost overwhelmed with the 
unexpectedness of this tribute. It was almost too 
much to expect him to say a word to the convention 
after the presentation had been made. With diffi- 
culty, the gratitude shining through his tears, he said 
quietly to the delegates : ‘‘Did you expect your por- 
trait here to-day? Neither did I. I can only say 
that what I have been I owe to what you have been 
to me.”’ And he reminded us that that very day was 
the anniversary of the coronation day of his beloved 
wife, whose name and service have meant so much 
to the Sunday-school work of the world, and who was 
called Home a year ago while Sunday-school workers 
from every land were on their way to the World's 
Sunday School Convention at Zurich. 

Dr. E. Morris Fergusson of Philadelphia, who 
used to sit near the right hand of the late Dr. H. Clay 
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Trumbull in the editorial rooms of The Sunday School 
Times, made the presentation of the other portrait, 
which was of Dr, Trumbull himself. Dr, Fergusson 
showed the distinctive and pioneer character of the 
early Sunday-school field-work of Dr. Trumbull, as 
one who in Connecticut had first showed the possi- 
bilities of county Sunday-school organization as the 
key factor in effective organization of the larger field. 
He pointed out the logical expansion of Dr, Trum- 
bull's Sunday-school work and responsibilities as a 
state secretary, and then as Chairman of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Executive Committee. Proba- 
bly Dr. Trumbull’s most distinctive contribution to 
the Sunday-school life of to-day lay in his vision of 
the possibilities of the Sunday-school teachers’ helps 
to the study of the lesson. In this he opened up a 
new field when, forty years ago, he took up the edit- 
ing of The Sunday School Times. His portrait .is a 
beautiful piece of work. The artist has caught in a 
remarkable way the rare light and the kindly twinkle 
in the eyes of his subject, so familiar to those who 
knew him, 


E WERE not allowed to forget that the next 
World's Sunday School Convention is to meet 
at Tokyo, Japan, in October of 1916. Two of 

the delegates to the Chicago Convention were the Rev. 
H. Kawasumi, General Secretary of the National 
Japanese Sunday School Association, and the Rev. T. 
Ukai, a Director of the Japanese Sunday School Asse- 
ciation. They were introduced to the convention at 
one of the evening sessions, and Mr. Kawasumi, in 
Japanese, after thanking the American audience for 
its welcome, said that in Japan they were looking: for- 
ward to the Tokyo convention, and expecting. great 
things in the Sunday-school and Christian life of Japan 
as a result. 

At the same session, a message was read from Count 
Okuma, now the Christian Premier of Japan, as fol- 
lows : 

GREFTING : 

During the past half century Japan has been influ- 
enced by great International movements, as, for instance, 
the Red Cross Society and International Peace. 

The directly religious teachings of the West have also 
influenced her greatly. 

By the recent visit of Mr. H. J. Heinz and twenty-nine 
others in the interests of religious education a deep im 
pression was made, especially upon business men, as they 
themselves were business men, 

And now Japan is to have the honor of entertaining two 
years hence the World’s Eighth Sunday School Conven 
tion. We are anxious that nothing be neglected that might 
contribute to the pleasure of our guests and the largest 
success of the convention. 

‘The Local Promoting Committee is sending to the Chi 
cago Convention the Rev. T. Ukai, Director of the National 
Sunday School Association of Japan, and the Rev. H. 
Kawasumi, its General Secretary, to further study methods 
of instruction, and to consult American Sunday-school 
leaders with reference to the forthcoming Tokyo Conven- 
tion, 

I therefore take pleasure in sending this letter by these 
gentlemen, and offering a true Japanese welcome to those 
who shall be able to attend the convention in the autumn 


of 1916, (Signed) SHIGENOBU OKUMA. 


Interviews with Count Okuma and Baron Kato, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Japanese govern- 
ment, were also presented by thé Honorary Secretary 
of the Japan Sunday School Association, Horace E. 
Coleman. 


EOPLE who go to an International Sunday Schoo} 
Convention know how to sing, and they love to 
be led in their singing by such a magnetic leader 

as Professor E. O. Excell. He has been identified 
now for years with the International Sunday School 
work, and his music is one of the shining memories 
in the hearts of those who have sat under him. An- 
other of the musical treats of the convention was the 
superb piano work of his accompanist, Professor Alvin 
W. Roper, whose powerful, masterful handling of his 
instrument was interspersed with the most brilliant but 
delicate scales and arpeggios, ligntening the impact of 
rich chords. The devil has no monopoly on music. 


UNIVERSAL Bible Sunday, set apart every year 
at a given time for the honoring of the Word of 
God, with perhaps an opportunity to study the 
message of the Bible as a whole more definitely than 
usual, has an interesting sound, hasit not? The plan 
was endorsed at one of the sectional missionary con- 
ferences of the convention, held at The Moody Church, 
and the convention as a whole adopted the resolution : 
‘*We declare in favor of the proposed Annual Bible 
Day on the third Lord’s Day before Christmas.'' The 
resolution adopted by the sectional missionary con- 
ference was as follows : 
‘« Believing that in this crisis of the world’s history 
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the truth, and authority, the unity and the supreme 
educational value of the Holy Scriptures should be 
maintained more faithfully than ever, we most heartily 
approve the proposal for an Annual Bible Day and 
recommend its suitable observance in the churches 
and Sunday-schools of North America,"’ 

If the plans for the establishment and recognition 
of this Annual Bible Day carry, as seems probable, 
readers of The Sunday School Times will have an 
opportunity to learn more fully about it in these 
columns, 


(Extracts from the remarkable report of General 
Secretary Marion Lawrance and his Associates, 
which gave an inspiring bird's-eye view of the 
whole range of the International Sunday School 
work, will be given in a coming issue of the Times.) 


eo 
From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Letters 


28. Songs in the Night of Pain 


KNOW well that it is hard not to get discouraged 
when your sufferings continue so long, and when 
it looks as if you will have to carry the burden a 
good while longer. But my deep interest in you, which 
draws me very Close to you, makes me want to help you 
a little if Ican. I should 'ike to put into your heart 
good cheer and encouragement. This I am sure the 
Master himself would seek to give you if he were writ- 
ing to you to-day as I am. 

I like those words of Christ's, ‘* Your Father know- 
eth that ye have need of all these things.’’ - It is a 
great comfort to you to know that nothing is hidden 
from him, that he understands all about your condi- 
tion and circumstances, and knows how hard it is for 
you to bear all that you are now called upon to bear. 
But the fact that he knows helps to make you strong. 
You say, ‘*Yes, he knows, but he does not change 
things, does not relieve me of my suffering.”’ Well, 
my child, this is precisely where your faith comes in, 
You know that he could change all this, if he knew it 
were best for you. ‘The fact that he does not relieve 
you of your suffering shows that there is some mission 
which he wants that suffering to work in you, some 
lesson he would have you learn while enduring it, 
some new power of usefulness and service which he 
would have you attain through these long experiences 
of trial. Have you read ‘The Sky Pilot’’? If you 
have, do you remember the beautiful story of Gwen's 
canyon? ‘This is one of the finest bits of writing on 
Christian faith that I have read for a long time. Gwen 
could not understand why God loved her, and yet al- 
lowed her to suffer so. Yet she understood well why 
her father did not interfere with the doctors when they 
hurt her so in their treatment. She said her father 
let the doctors do it because they hoped to make her 
better again. There was the whole reason for her. 

The reason is not the same for you, for you love 
Christ and are trusting sweetly in his love. Yet there 
is a phase in this story which seems to come in beauti- 
fully for you too. You remember that Jesus told Pi- 
late when he boasted that he had power to crucify him 
or to release him, that he could have no power at all un- 
less it were given him from above, That is to say, it 
was God who gave Pilate power to cause Jesus Christ 
such humiliation and suffering. The Father could 
easily have taken away that power, but that his Son 
should do his work of love in the world, Pilate received 
the power to send him to the cross, The thought is 
that nothing hurtful can come into our lives if we are 
God's children, without the Father's permission. He 
never gives such permission without some good reason. 
He never allows us to suffer through anger or vindic- 
tiveness on his part. There is alwaysa mission which 
the suffering has to fulfil. 

This is a very roundabout way of saying that some 
day you will understand all this experience of yours as 
part of God’s wonderful love for you. I must not at- 
tempt to give God’s reasons. Yet I can suggest some 
things that possibly he may mean for you in this long 
trial. One is that he has something very beautiful 
and very sacred for you for the future,—some sweet 
service you are to render, some beautiful thing you are 
to do, and he permits you to suffer that you may be 
trained for this work or mission. You remember that 
even Jesus reached his highest place through pain. 
He suffered that he might be able to do more for us 
as a Saviour. 

Another possible reason is that God wants to make 
you a blessing right now in your own church and to 
those about you who see ycuv and watch your life. 
Nothing means more to the world than the patient en- 
durance of trial by God's children. If you were to 
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complain and find fault and fret in your suffering, you 
would fail to be the beautiful witness for Christ that 
you want to be, But the very fact that you endure it 
all so sweetly, so patiently, so cheerfully, even so song- 
fully, makes your life a blessed influence to all the 
people of your church and to your friends who come 
in to see you from time to time, 

Then there is something else which means a good 
deal. I am sure that those who suffer patiently and 
quietly, acquiescing in God's will, are being prepared 
for the highest places in heaven and for the most beau- 
tiful and noble service there. You remember that lit- 
tle picture in Revelation of the company which John 
saw, wearing white robes and bearing palm branches 
in their hands, They seem to bea specially happy 
company. One would think that they had been earth’s 
happy ones, and that they had not known suffering or 
trial. But when John asked who they were, the angel 
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said, ‘‘ These are they that have come out of the great 
tribulation.’’ That is, they are the earth's suffering 
ones. Because of their suffering and trial in this 
world they occupy the highest places in the heav- 
enly kingdom, wearing white robes, waving palm 
branches, and telling of their victory over pain and 
suffering. 

I have written you this long letter to say to you that 
there is a secret of undiscourageableness which may 
be yours and which is yours. I know it is hard to suf- 
fer day after day, but your Father knows and still per- 
mits it to continue, because he would make you a 
sweeter woman, a more noble witness for him, because 
he would prepare you for larger service and helpful- 
ness, and because he is fitting you for the higher life 
that lies beyond. Do not be afraid. Keep on sing- 
ing your songs of joy, whatever your experiences of 
pain may be, 
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A Sunday-School Knight Called Home.—By the death 
of Sir Francis Flint Belsey the Sunday-school work of the 
world has sustained a great loss. Sir Francis was the 
President of the First World’s Sunday School Convention, 
in London in 1889. He was knighted in 1910 because of 
his distinguished services to the Sunday-scliool cause. It 
was upon his motion that the Zurich Convention voted to 
accept the invitation from Japan to hold the next World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Tokyo in 1916. 

Upon receipt of advice of the death of Sir Francis, the 
following cable was sent by Mr, H. J. Heinz, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the World’s Association, to 
the Rev. Carey Bonner of London, Joint General Sec- 
retary : 

‘* We are deeply saddened in the great loss sustained by 
your Union and nation and the World’s Association in the 
death of our beloved co-laborer and friend Sir Francis Flint 
Belsey. Please convey to the family our profoundest sym- 
pathy. Asa victor he has entered the Eternal City. He 
has helped to make possible Zechariah eight, five.’’ 

In view of Sir Francis’ work for the children that quota- 
tion has significance: ‘* And the streets of the city shall 
be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.” 


New Hope for the Moslem Children.—About Septem- 
ber 1, the Rev. S. Van R. ‘Trowbridge and his wife, for six 
years missionaries in ‘Turkey, will leave for Cairo, Egypt, 
to inaugurate the work for Moslem childhood under the 
Committee of the World’s Sunday School Association, of 
which Bishop Hartzell is Chairman and Dr. Zwemer Sec- 
retary. Mr. ‘Trowbridge expects to live in the same house 
as Dr. Zwemer. The whole field is to be studied care- 
fully, literature produced, and intensive work accom- 
plished, 

By the fall, Sunday-school secretaries for Turkey and 
Albania, it is expected, will be on their way to the field. 

Ten thousand dollars a year has been voted by the World’s 
Committee for secretaries and for needed children’s litera- 
ture for North Africa, Turkey, Arabia, and Persia. 


Little Beginners in Missionary Service.—Even the 
babies are interested in Moslem children. A Highland, 
New York, Sunday-school has sent a contribution of one 
cent from each member of the Cradle Roll, and that means 
forty cents for the Moslem work. This is a good way to 
initiate the missionary spirit at the source. 


New Honor for Robert Raikes.—On their own initia- 
tive the National Sunday School Association of Japan has 
adopted as the cable address for the Association in con- 
nection with the next World’s Convention plans the word 
** Raikes,’’ to honor the founder of Sunday-schools, 


The Prime Minister Decides.—When Count Okuma 
was asked whether in view of ‘his new office of Prime 
Minister he would still be Chairman of the World’s Con- 
vention Patrons Association, he answered, ‘* Yes, to be 
sure; that will make no difference.”’ 


A Japanese Educator’s View of Bible Study.—A few 
weeks ago a distinguished Japanese, Mr. Kavada, principal 
of the Middle School of ‘Tokyo, visited the Bushwick Aveuue 
Central M. E. Sunday-school, of Brooklyn, as a part of his 
plan to study schools of religious and moral education, as 
well as public schools. After a close inspection of the 
seven school departments, from the Cradle Roll to the 
Adult, he made this significant statement : ‘‘I can now see 
the secret of America’s greatness. You are studying one 
book, and you are educating from the earliest years in the 
teachings of that book.’’ 


Japanese Delegates to Chicago.—The attendance at 
the International Sunday School Convention at Chicago of 
the Rev. H. Kawasumi and the Rev. T. Ukai of Japan has 
more than ordinary significance. While officially dele- 
gated to the convention as representatives of the National 
Sunday School Association of Japan, these men were 


really sent through the personal gifts of four of Japan’s 
great leaders, one of these Count Okuma, Prime Minister 
of Japan. These men were behind the invitation of Japan 
to hold the next World’s Sunday School Convention in 
Japan, October 18 to 26, 1916. A fund of 50,000 yen 
($25,000) is being promoted in Japan to entertain the con- 
vention, 

Mr. Ukai and Mr. Kawasumi, with Dr. Kozaki, who 
was in America last summer, and who is President of the 
National Sunday School Association of Japan, are the offi- 
cial Japanese leaders of the Association. Mr. Ukai was 
the first Japanese Secretary of the Association, and on the 
three visits of Mr. Brown to Japan has acted as his inter- 
preter. He is a man of wonderfully lovable spirit, and 
has borne the recent loss of his wife and four-year-old 
boy with a beautiful Christian faith. 

These two delegates were in Chicago to study the work- 
ings of the great convention, to learn in what way it may be 
possible to excel in the great Tokyo Convention in 1916. 
Later they attended the Training School for workers at 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, July 3 to 12. 


A Philippine Sunday-School Secretary.— Arrange- 
ments have just been completed, with the co-operation of 
the American Bible Society, by which the Rev. James L. 
McLaughlin is to be the official representative of the 
World’s Sunday School Association in the Philippines. 

Mr. McLaughlin has been the secretary of the Philip- 
pine Islands Sunday School Union, giving such time as was 
possible to its affairs in connection with his duties as an 
agent of the American Bible Society. He will now be a 
paid secretary, giving to the work of the Association one- 
half of his time, which, with the full time of a trained 
Filipino assistant, will be equivalent to full time service. 

Mr. McLaughlin was at the Zurich Convention. lle has 
a genius for executive work, and is a national Sunday- 
school promoter. He hasa rare passion for this service, 
and the Sunday-school work of the Islands should, under 
the present great opportunity, go forward with leaps and 
bounds, 

Mr. McLaughlin has had a splendid team-mate in the 
person of the Rev. Harry Farmer, who has been the en- 
thusiastic chairman of the Educational Committee of the 
Sunday School Union of the Islands. 


An Educational Secretary for Japan.—For some time 
there has been a pressing call from both the Japanese and the 
missionaries in Japan that some missionary be set aside for 
all or part of his time to co-operate with the National Sun- 
day School Association of Japan in the development of a 
Sunday-school leadership there. Since the acceptance 
of Japan’s invitation to hold the next World’s Convention 
at Tokyo this need has become so insistent that by the 
unanimous request of the Sunday School Committee of 
Federated Missions in Japan and the Executive Committee 
of the National Sunday School Association of Japan Mr. 
Horace E. Coleman, a former Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation Secretary and a missionary of the Friends Society, 
has been employed for this service for one-half of his time, 
his support being assumed by the World’s Sunday School 
Association, 

Mr. Coleman has strong qualifications for this service. 
He is now in America, and attended the Chicago Conven- 
tion and the Training School for Sunday School Workers 
at Lake Geneva. He will study best Sunday-school 
methods to equip himself for his work. 

Mr. Coleman brought to the Chicago Convention author- 
ized interviews with Count Okuma, Prime Minister, and 
Baron Kato, Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs. These 
messages will be of great interest. 

While Mr. Coleman is in America the work of Sunday- 
school organization in Japan will be carried on by the 
members of the Sunday School Committee of the Feder- 
ated Missions, who are working enthusiastically to build up 
a strong Sunday-school interest in connection with the 
opportunity of the coming convention. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


OU can’t always tell from looking at a person 
just how important he may be, can you? A 
good many funny mistakes have happened that 

way. Did you ever have one happen to you? Some 
very beautiful stories have been told of Mr. Glad- 
stone, but none comes more near the heart than this: 
A certain old cottager near Hawarden was bedrid- 
den, and had apparently not long to live. Among 
others to come to see him was an elderly gentleman 
who sat by his side and talked sympathetically of his 
illness, and encouraged him to have faith in God. As 
he was about to leave he asked if there was anything 
that he could do for him in these last days. The 
aged peasant said that he wished he might just 
once see and speak with Mr, Gladstone, whereupon 
the visitor with a smile said, ‘‘ Then you have had 
the wish, for I am Mr. Gladstone.” 

How many of us are so unaffected of manner that 
we can pass unobserved? This was Jesus’ glory, 
that he was a man and so naturai a man that the 
hard-hearted did not recognize him. He was rejected, 
yet he was the anointed messenger of God. How 
many men are making the same mistake to-day of 
refusing him, and he is at this very moment God’s 
anointed and appointed one. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


It will be a help to many teachers to make a chart 
or outline of the events of Passion Week, beginning 
with Sunday and the triumphantentry. Stevens and 
Burton’s Harmony will show all the days and events. 
Dr. Riddle’s Outline Harmony, published by The 
Sunday School Times Co. (10 and 25 cents), presents 
it most plainly. ‘here is, however, a great advan- 
tage in working it out for yourself, It is quite likely 
that Jesus used this figure of the vineyard because it 
was somewhat familiar to the Pharisees to whom he 
was speaking. It will be well to point this out, and 
indicate that Isaiah 5 : 1-7 was doubtless Jesus’ sug- 
gestion for its use. 

‘There are two ways of applying the moral burden 
of this passage. It applies first to the Hebrew na- 
tion, and it applies equally in an individual way to 
each of us. It will be well for the teacher to keep 
these two applications distinguished. The figure of 
Christ as the cornerstone is also taken from the Old 
Testament, as Dr. Thomas and Dr. Riddle point out. 
This figure should be made clear to the class, and its 
lesson of Christ in the dual form of humble Saviour 


and ruling Son of God. , 


The Class in Session 


The events of this lesson occurred on Tuesday, 
while Christ was approaching or in the temple en- 
closure. It is sometimes called ‘tthe day of con- 
flict,” because it was on this day that Jesus faced his 
opponents with unconcealed declarations as to his 

osition and theirs (Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 1, 2). 

ollowing the question as to his authority, he utters 
three parables of warning (Dr. Thomas, opening 

aragraph). The first of these we pass with only a 
brief observation (Monday study), but the second 
was one of the. most direct rebukes that Jesus ever 
gave the Jewish leaders. Its sharpness lay in the 
fact that it was borrowed from their own venerated 
prophet, Isaiah (Tuesday study). The facts in the 
construction of a vineyard are discussed by Dr. 
Mackie. ‘The applications of the parable as Jesus 
gave it are unmistakable. God is the landlord, the 
Jews are the tenants, and he himself is the son, whom 
they are about to slay (Dr. Riddle, v. 33; Mr. Gor- 
don, paragraphs 3-5). Theconduct of the tenants is, 
as Dr. Riddle points out (vs. 35, 36), highly improba- 
ble in actual individual life; yet it is,as Dr. Thomas 
says (Wednesday study), **A striking summary of 
the history of Israel in its treatment of God’s mes- 
sengers.” 

The bitter and pointed part of this parable is the 
reference to theone son, in which Jesus unmistakably 
refers to himself and his coming death at their hands 
(Thursday study). This plain speech was under- 
stood by the priests and others, and put them ina 
fine rage (Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 6-8, and Friday 
study). 

Now we must pause to see that what Jesus was 
saying to these men is fundamentally said to all of 
us. Every man is in a position of tenant to Géd, his 
Creator. It is the Heavenly Father who gave us 
bodies and brains, and he has an owner's right to 
ask of us some fruit. Mr. Ridgway calls them ‘‘ debts 


Matt. 21 : 33-46. Commit verses 42-44 


Read Luke 20 : 1-19 


33 Hear another parable: There was a man that was a 
householder, who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, 
and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out 
to husbandmen, and went into another country. 34 And when 
the season of the fruits drew near, he sent his ! servants to the 
husbandmen, to receive 2 his fruits. 35 And the husbandmen 
took his ! servants, and beat one, and killed another, and 
stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other ! servants more than 
the first; and they did unto them in like manner. 37 But 
afterward he sent unto them his son, saying, They will rever- 
ence my son. 38 But the hushandmen, when they saw the 
son, said among themselves, This is the heir ; come, let us 
kill him, and take his inheritance. 39 And they took him, and 
cast him forth out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 When 
therefore the lord of the vineyard shall come, what will he do 
unto those husbandmen? 41 ‘They say unto him, He will 
miserably destroy those miserable men, and will let out the 
vineyard unto other husbandmen, who shall render him the 
fruits in their seasons, 42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never 
read in the scriptures, 

8 ‘The stone which the builders rejected, 

The same was made the head of the corner ; 

This was from the Lord, 

And it is marvellous in our eyes ? 
43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be 
taken away from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof. 44 * And he that falleth on this stone 
shall be broken to pieces ;: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will scatter him as dust. 45 And when the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he spake 
of them. 46 And when they sought to lay hold on him, they 
feared the multitudes, because they took him for a prophet. 


1 Gr. dondservants 2 Or, the fruits of it ®Ps. cxviii 22f *Some 
ancient authorities omit ver. 44 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


“ 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 
The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 33.—To whom was Jesus speaking this parable? 
What was a ‘‘householder’’? Was the plan of house- 
holder a usual one in those days? Why was the tower 
built? What were the usual conditions of letting such 
property as this out to husbandmen? (Riddle ; Gordon, 
1, 2; Ridgway, 1; Mackie, 1-5; Class in Session, 1-3.) 

Verse 34.—What fruits would the servants probably 
bring ? (Riddle; Ridgway, 3; Mackie, 6.) 

Verses 35, 36.—Is it likely that the servants would have 
been thus treated by the husbandmen? Why were others 
sent? (Riddle; Ridgway, 3.) 

Verse 37.— Whom does the son in the parable represent, 
and whom did the servants represent? Why should they 
have expected to get the inheritance? Gordon, 4, Ridg- 
way, 4; Thomas, Monday to Friday.) 


Verse 42.—What is the meaning of the reference that 
Jesus quoted about ‘* the stone which the builders rejected,’’ 
etc., and where in the Scriptures is it found? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Saturday ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 43.—What was the significance of the word 
‘*therefore’? here? What did Jesus mean by the ‘ king- 
dom of God’’? In what sense had it been in the posses- 
sion of those to whom Jesus was speaking? What people 
did Jesus mean when he referred to ‘‘a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof’? ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 44.—What did Jesus mean by ‘‘this stone,’’ and 
how would it ‘* break to pieces’? those who fell on it and 


on whom it fell? (Riddle; Mackie, 7; Thomas, Saturday ;, 


Class in Session, 2, 3.) 

Verse 45.—Who were the chief priests and the Phari- 
sees? Why did they feel guilty? (Riddle; Thomas, Sun- 
day; Class in Session, 2, 3.) 

Verse 46.—What kind of ‘*‘ prophet’ did the multitudes 
take Jesus to be? (Riddle.) 








of honor” (paragraph 2). They are all that, and 
much more too. To withhold service from God is 
robbery. If that were all, it would be bad enough, 
but we do worse when we reject and abuse God's Son, 
who comes asking it. This is not only shameful, but 
is ruinous to us, as it was to them. Jesus follows 
this parable with an application, which was also a 
figure taken from their own Scriptures (Dr. Riddle, 
v. 42). This stone which they, the builders, were 
rejecting was himself, and the Master-builder, God, 
will take it and make it the great cornerstone of his 
temple (Saturday study). History since that day 


LESSON 7. AUGUST 16. THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN 


Golden Text: The stone which the builders rejected, the same was made the head of the corner.—Matthew 21 : 42 
NN 





has shown these words to be literally true. But Jesus 
goes a little farther than that in warning them that 
while it is a serious thing to misunderstand God's 
Son, it is an awful thing to have God’s Son pass final 
judgment on us (Sunday study). 

In plain words, when Jesus says that the kingdom 
of God is taken from the Jews and given to the Gen- 
tiles (Dr. Riddle, v. 43), the effect of the parable 
was not repentance, but rage, and Jesus nl have 
been arrested that moment if they had dared to do it, 


A Lesson Summary 

It is a fundamental fact of life that we human be- 
ings are not independent creations; we are respon- 
sible to some one else, The elemental sin of the 
ungodly is not that he is vicious, but that he claims 
to be independent of God; he is un-godly. This is 
such a fundamental thing that 1t can not be argued 
with very much satisfaction; it is an axiom of life. 
‘The proof of it lies in the effect on those who hold 
either the godly or the ungodly view of life. If the 
God-defying and independent souls are the kind, un- 
selfish, and progressive members of society, then they 
are correct in theirview. But history and experience 
are unanimous in showing that the ungodly are not 
so, but the reverse of all that. 

The only view of life that produces steadiness, 
kindness, a social conscience, and permanent prog- 
ress is that which F jer represents in his own life 
and person. He did always those things that pleased 
his Father. This may not seem to be the true way 
of life, but this is nevertheless the cornerstone that 
shall abide. ‘* He that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever.” 


Questions for Class Use 
1, Why did Jesus so pointedly attack these men? 
2. Why did he use this Old Testament parable ? 


3. Can you name any great religious leaders of Old Tes- 
tament history who were abused ? ’ 


4. In what way do we stumble over the cornerstone ? 


5. Can you explain how Jesus is a rejected cornerstone 
that is made a chief cornerstone ? 


6. What does it mean by the stone * falling on’ a man? 
7. What does this lesson show me about Jesus’ courage ? 


Other Teaching Points 

Jesus used the very Scriptures that these men professed 
to believe to accuse their consciences. We must be quite 
sure that we are not guilty of omitting those passages of 
Scripture that condemn our own conduct. 

There is no idea more false than that men can be re- 
formed by being shown when they are wrong. ‘The effect 
is generally to make men more obstinate in wrong: doing. 

How good God is to keep on trying to bring us to our 
senses. How many messengers he sent to those hus- 
bandmen, 


It is not safe for me to guide my conduct by what I 
think is right. I may think that Jesus is not the corner- 
stone, but he is just the same. The safe way is to try to 
find out what to think. 


There is a constant note.of warning in Jesus’ teaching 
about a day to come when he will assume another attitude 
and will deal with those who have rejected him. Heisa 
Saviour, He will be a Judge. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Matt. 22 . 1-14.) 


For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson ‘The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 

assigned in advance by the teacher.] 


The fearlessness with which Jesus confronted his 
enemies excites admiration within us, for who does 
not like a brave man? Themen that Jesus was talk- 
ing to in that temple were self-satisfied and selfish. 
One of the worst effects of sin is to blind the sinner’s 
eyes, and Jesus tried to open the eyes of these men 
to their own defiance of God, while they professed to 
be devoted to him. 


1. Describe the conditions under which this parable was 
spoken, 


2. What was the error of the man without the wedding 
garment? 


3- Why would the invited guests not come? 


4. What aspects of modern life are illustrated by thie 
parable ? 


5. See if you can discover in the lesson 
An act of politeness. 
A great surprise. 
An act of justice. 
A great mistake. 


EVANSTON, ILL. 
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God’s Last Resort 


By S. D. Gordon 


HESE are the tremendous last days. The air is 
tense, Jesus walks into the city each morning. 
He didn't sleep there after that silent rejection 
at the presentation of himself as king. Each night 
he left the city. Luke’s words suggest that he may 
have slept out in the open, under the blue, on Olivet, 
these last nights. ‘This morning he has walked in, 
and is sitting in the temple area talking to the 
crowds, when the leaders of the nation come in a 
body. They feel they must do something to stem 
the tide. Yet they must be cautious, for the crowds 
are with Jesus. And these wilv time-serving poli- 
ticians fear the crowd, 

Do they hope by the impressiveness of their pres- 
ence in a body, their sateen anes their authority, 
to cow this man? Yet their carefully thought out 

uestion about authority had already been answered. 
They had been forced to confess to themselves the 
power with which Jesus’ mere presence and words 
compelled obedience by the cattle-mongers and 
money-brokers, even against themselves, who had 
the authority here. There could be no doubt that he 
had power. Power is inherent ability. Authority is 
technicai right. ‘The possession of real power is evi- 
dence of the possession of real authority, from some 
source. 

Now the table turns. Jesus quickly puts them on 
the rack, where they had huped to put him. His 
question about John brings out both their cowardice 
and their hardness of heart. ‘hen, before the listen- 
ing crowds, but directly to the national leaders, he 
tells the parable of the wicked husbandman. The 
meaning of it would be instantly clear to every eager 
listener that spring morning. 

The nation was the vineyard ; God was the house- 
holder ; these leaders were the husbandmen. God's 
messengers to the nation had been shamefully treated 
right straight through the long list from Moses, saved 
from death repeatedly by God's direct interposition, 
up to —_ the Baptist, whose death they tacitly con- 
sented to, and were glad of. 

And now God's own Son was present in their midst, 
pleading patiently by act and word. And they had 
in their hot passion repeatedly tried to stone him, 
and were now coldly, deliberately plotting his death. 
The meaning was clear enough to the crowd, for 
when Jesus closes the simple story by asking what 
should be done to such husbandmen, the sympathetic 
crowd at once cries out, ‘‘ He will miserably destroy 
those miserable men.” 

And the leaders understood, too. They weren't 
stupid. ‘They were keen enough. They knew this 
time that they had been hit, and hit hard. Their 
pompously impressive effort to cow this man had 
ended dismally. The tables were completely turned. 

In their disappointment and rage they want to 
seize him at once, and get away with him. Whether 
unconsciously or not, they act out perfectly the part 
assigned them in the parable. But they are a cow- 
ardly lot. Fear of the crowd is the only thing that 
holds their clutching fingers back. 

It's an ugly picture. How hardened these men 
were! It seems unthinkable that men could be so 
depraved. But—go gently there about using such 
hard words. ‘These men are not so lonely. Some of 
their close kin abide with us to this day. Possibly 
one might be seen if you could find a spirit-mirror 
near by. 

For there’s a personal meaning here. It is a sol- 
emnone. Wearethe husbandmen. Our lives and 
talents are the vineyard, God's vineyard, but en- 
trusted to our care. He asks that the vineyard be 
carefully cultivated for Aim. He sends many mes- 
senugers. Nature’s messengers come continually. 
‘The answer of the soil calls to us. The glory-telling 
heavens sing tous, ‘The rain, the dew, every green 
blade, and blooming flower, and singing bird, and 
helping beast, plead with us. 

Some we use as though our own. Some we abuse, 
Some we ignore. He sends a babe. God's latest 
messenger is the last babe that came, just fresh from 
his presence. And—say it softly —even this precious 
babe-messenger is so often abused, in spirit if not in 
body, its message ignored. 

Other messengers come that touch us yet closer 
in the quick,—sickness, misfortune, death of loved 
ones. Are these being listened to? Each knows 
his own answer. Then the Son himself comes, and 
—* Oh, now you can’t carry the thing any farther,” 
you say. Well, that depends. Are you holding 
everything 72 ¢rust only? Life, talents, ambitions, 
gold, social power, is everything being used wAo//y 
jor him? Have we put everything into the Son's 
hands? Wetrust him as Saviour, but do we yield to 
him as Master ? 

And some of us don’t even get as far as the Saviour- 
point. The Father's Son is still outside in the ditch 
by the side of the road, so far as we're concerned. 
At least we stand with the crowd that put him there. 
Don't use breath blaming these husbandmen, or 
these Pharisees. They're not so lonely. Have a 
look in that spirit-mirror. Let the unseen Friend 
close by help you see accurately. 
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Opportunities missed are lost. The Jew nation 
lost the kingdom it despised. Its one-time place 
of world-leadership passed long since to Gentile 
nations, 

But God's purpose is never lost, though waiting 
long. Some day the kingdom of God will be given 
to a descendant-Jew-nation bearing abundant har- 
vest home fruits. Whoever of us fails to fit his 
life into God's plan will be badly hurt. Whoever is 
foolhardy enough to attempt to ¢Awart God's plan 
will find his efforts ground to powder too fine to be 
gathered up. 

There is one peculiar touch of tenderness in this 
story, on Jesus’ lips. God seems talking to himself : 
‘* What more can f do to touch their hearts? Ah! 
There’s my Son, my only Son, my ée/oved, I believe 
—yes—I'll do it—I'll risk Azim ; they'll surely rever- 
ence my Son.” And /ast¢ of all he sent hisSon. He 
spared not the choicest treasure of his heart. It was 
God's last resort ; he had nothing left after that. 

God can do nothing more for him who rejects his 
Son. It’s his last resort, and ours. 

New York CIty, R 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


ATTHEW inserts, immediately after the chal- 
lenge of our Lord’s authority, the parable, as 
it is called, of the Two Sons, which he applies 

to his adversaries. The lesson follows, and is re- 
corded by Mark and Luke also. 

Time.—Tuesday, April 4, A.D. 30, answering, it is 
here held, to Nisan rath. 

Place.—In the Temple enclosure, but no special 
locality is indicated. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 33.—//ear another parable; Luke tells that 
this parable was spoken ‘* unto the people,” but all 
three evangelists indicate that the rulers heard it, 
and perceived that it was directed against them (v. 
45; Mark 12: 12; Luke 20: 19).—Hvuseholder: Lit- 
erally, *‘ master of a house.” Here it is used of a 
man of means, and refers to God himself. The let- 
ting out of the vineyard to ‘‘ husbandmen” was not 
unusual then or now. The rent was often paid in 
money, but in this parable the fruits were to be given 
(v. 34).—A vineyard: The most valuable plantation 
in those times. ‘The term is applied in the Old Tes- 
tament to the people of Israel.—A hedge: Possibly 
a wall.—A winepress: A pit was digged, as a recep- 
tacle for the juice coming from the ‘‘ winepress,” 
where the grapes were trodden out.—A fower: For 
the watchman, to guard against depredation. ‘These 
towers were often large, and sometimes used for re- 
creation.—Le? zt out to husbandmen; The term is 
used of those engaged in agricultural pursuits. As 
stated above, the rent was to be paid ‘tin kind,” as 
it is now termed; that is, by a share in the product. 

Verse 34.—70 receive his fruits: Or, *‘ the fruits 
of it.” Either view is grammatical, though the for- 
mer is more suggestive. None of the accounts indi- 
cate whether the ‘‘ fruits” were grapes or wine. 

Verses 35, 36..—Zo0k his servants, and beat one: 
The conduct of the husbandmen, as described in these 
verses, is highly improbable in actual life. But this 
only adds force to the parable in its application to the 
Jewish people, especially the rulers.—Other serv- 
ants; The ‘‘ servants” represent the Old Testament 
prophets. As the accounts vary in regard to the 
number of servants and other details, it is probable 
that no special interpretation should be given to the 
different sendings. 

Verse 37.—/Hits son: Mark, ‘‘a beloved son.” 
undoubtedly represents our Lord himself. 

Verse 38.—Le/ us kill him, and take his inhert- 
tance: The husbandmen represent the Jewish rulers, 
and this expectation was as foolish as it was wicked. 

Verse 39.—Cast him forth out of the vineyard, 
and killed him: This recognizes the fixed purpose 
of the rulers to put Jesus to death. 

Verse 41.—Os¢her husbandmen; Compare verse 43. 

Verse 42.— The stone which the builders rejected: 
From Psalm 118: 22. The original reference is to 
the building of the temple, whether the first or second 
is uncertain. But it here points to the Messiah, re- 
jected by the rulers, yet becoming the cornerstone. 
Compare 1 Peter 2: 6, 7,—Zhis was from the Lord: 
The literal rendering. ‘*This” probably refers to 
the stone, though others explain it as meaning *‘ this 
state of things,” this exaltation of the rejected stone. 

Verse 43.—Therefore: In accordance with the fig- 
ure in the parable (v. 41). This verse is peculiar to 
Matthew.— Zhe kingdom of God: Here used in the 
true sense, the new rule from God which the Messiah 
was to establish. It had been committed, in its pre- 
paratory stage, to the Jews as God’s covenant people. 
—Toa nation bringing forth the fruits thereof: 
Believing Gentiles are meant, grouped together as 
‘‘a holy nation” (1 Pet. 2: 9), and forming the spir- 
itual Israel, as Paul indicates in the Epistle to the 
Romans. 

Verse 44.—He that falleth on this stone: ‘* This 
stone "still refers to the Messiah; that is, to our Lord 
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himself, The rejecting of the Messiah in his lowli- 
ness is falling on this stone, and will be punished. — 
On whomsoever tt shall fall: Here the reference is 
to the exalted Christ, and the heavier judgment that 
will befall those who finally reject him. Probably an 
allusion to Daniel 2 : 31-35. 

Verse 45.—7he chief priests and the Pharisees: 
Luke, ‘‘the scribes and the chief priests.”". Members 
of the Sanhedrin were present, and the Pharisees, as 
the stricter sect of the Jews, would naturally side 
with them. So pointed a parable would be readily 
understood as ** against them” (Luke). 

Verse 46.—T7o lay hold on him: In order to put 
him to death.—Feared the multitudes: So all the 
accounts.— Zook him for a prophet: That is, a 
teacher sent from God, but probably with no more 
definite estimate of him. 
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The Busy Men’s Review 
By William R. Ridgway 


The Providence Life and Trust Co.—Le? z/ out fo 
husbandmen (v. 33). General Booth left an estate of 
$2,500. Only atenant. Ye are not yourown. Only 
a‘‘renter.” Your life is the farm you are living on 
(1 Cor, 6: 19,20; Rom. 14: 7). Jefferson Gross was 
showing me the beautiful places in the suburbs. 
‘*Many of these are owned downtown,” said he. 
‘“‘These swell Sunday tennis folks are mostly only 
tenants.” ‘‘How’s that?” I asked. ‘‘ Mortgage 
for all they will stand.” The savings banks hold 
these mortgages for working people’s money. When 
Madame Lofty rolls by in her auto she does so per- 
haps by the grace and thrift of Bridget the cook, 
Miss Susan the seamstress, Rogers the butler, whose 
savings are in the estate. These ‘‘tenants” take 
fine care of the property and send up the ‘‘rent” 
regularly every year. In the same fashion lots of 
men are swelling around in great style in a life they 
do notown. ‘There must be an accounting, or you 
will see the sign, ‘‘Sale.” Failure and eviction 
when there is no return to the owner of the life. All 
real Christians occupy estates mortgaged to the 
Providence Trust Co. The interest goes regularly. 


The Major.—/e sent his servants to the husband- 
men (v. 34). Heaven wants the rent. Fruits that 
grow on your life-farm. Obedience, love, honor, ser- 
vice (Gal. 5 : 22, 23). God always sends his collector 
in some way or other. Send your check without the 
asking. Major George Dobson is the head of a large 
concern. A big, splendid, inspiring type of man. 
‘The best story-teller 1 ever knew or expect to know. 
I have been at him repeatedly to tell him what a 
superb Bible class leader he would make with his 
great gifts of person and talent. God has given him 
that magnificent ‘‘estate” to farm and has sent me 
to collect the ‘‘rent.” But the major ‘‘drives” me 
away with a laugh and an excuse. Think what an 
ocean of happiness the major could embark upon 
every week if he would be honest with God and pay 
up. What a sail he would have. Love in every port 
and soft trade winds of blessing blowing all the time. 
And hundreds of successful men saying in the days 
to come, ‘the dear old major was the man who 
helped make me.” The major will get old and love- 
lessly pass away. Whocares for the man who doesn’t 
pay his debts of honor ? 


A Little Child Shall Lead Them.—Zea/ one, and 
killed another, and stoned another (v. 35). Folks in 
America don’t do this because of the law’s strong 
arm. But God’s messengers and collectors often get 
the laugh and the scorn. God sometimes chooses 
queer rent-collectors. To the millionaire he does not 
send another millionaire. To the great scholar he 
does not send another scholar. Tothese proud Jews 
God sends a country youth from a village noted for 
no good thing (John 1: 46). To many a master he 
sent some godly old slave. To many a mistress he 
has sent the humble servant girl who helps with the 
house. I have already told of the king and his jester 
and the cane the jester was to carry until he tound a 
bigger fool than himself. The an, bed dying. ‘‘Iam 
going toa far country, Yorick.” ‘‘ Have you madeany 
preparation for the journey?” ‘Alas, no.” ‘‘ Here, 
take the cane; I have found the bigger fool.”” Do 
men reject Jesus because of selfishness and greed ? 
Because they want to hold on to the ‘‘ rent” do they 
say, ‘‘I can’t give up”? Is this parable saying that ? 
I think so. 


Reverence.— 7hey will reverence my son (v. 37). 
They did nothing of the sort. The man who will beat 
his landlord out of his rent reverences nothing on 
earth. Dishonesty has a sorry following, but about 
the very worst of the whole rabble is scowling old 
Irreverence. He'll kill in a minute when the pressure 
is strong enough. The source of many of our ills, 
both personal and public, is the lack of reverence. 
Reverence for parents means good, obedient children 
and good citizens. Reverence for womanhood means 


sweet and happy homes and strong men and women. 
Reverence for the sabbath means masterful and pros- 
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perous people. We come into the spirit of 
the things we reverence. ‘The man who has 
reverence for beauty fills his home with ar- 
tistic things, even though his purse be slim. 
The man who reverences the Bible becomes 
godlike, big-hearted, gentle, and helpful, 
Nineteen hundred years ago there was little 
reverence in the world for womanhood, 
parents, life, or anything else. Old age was 
neglected, women only cattle, and blood 
cheap as water, Behold what Christianity 
has done and is still doing (John 12 : 32). 


The Hell Power.—7icy ... hilled him 
(v. 39). New York City was stirred two 
years ago because its police system had a 
gambler shot when he was upon the point of 
giving the honest district attorney informa- 
tion that would stop police graft. When the 
stream of illicit gain is dammed you get a 
power that will grind to death, It was the 
cleaning up of the temple and a new code of 
business ethics that meant for honesty that 
made the Sandedrin say kiil. There were 
good men in the Sanhedrin, and there were 
good men in New York’s police department. 
The reason many men have no use for the 
Son of God is not from unielief so much as 
from bad business. Christ would interfere 
with gains. A new boss or a new business, 
The Son would demand new measures and 
new methods, And so men kill the Son and 
take their chances with a destroying Father. 
A father who has given nerves to suffer and 
a head to escape (2 Pet. 2:9; Ezek. 22: 
14, 20). 

COATESVILLE, PA, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the vear's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


When the Story Is All Told.— 7%e stone 
which the builders rejected, the same was 
made the head of the corner (Golden Text), 
A Moravian missionary named George Smith 
went to Africa. He had been there but a 
short time and had only one convert, a poor 
woman, when he was driven from the coun- 
try. They found this man dead one day. 
He had died praying for the Dark Continent. 
Failure? And yet when they celebrated the 
one hundredth anniversary of the founding 
of that mission, they learned that a company, 
accidentally stumbling upon a place where 
he had prayed, had found the copy of the Scrip- 
tures he had left. They also found one aged 
woman who was his convert. They sought 
to sum up his brief life, and reckoned more 
than thirteen thousand living converts that 
had sprung from that life which seemed such 
a failure.—From A. J. Gordon. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, London, Eng. 


Our Rejections. — Zhe stone which the 
builders rejected, the same was made the 
head of the corner (Golden Text}. In the 
Cathedral of Lubeck, Germany, is the follow- 
ing inscription : 


‘* Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us ; 
Ye call me Master, and obey me not ; 
Ye call me Light, and seek me not ; 
Ye call me Way, and walk me not ; 
Ye call me Life, and desire me not ; 
Ye call me Wise, and follow me not ; 
Ye call me Fair, and love me not; 

Ye call me Rich, and ask me not ; 

Ye call me Eternal, and seek me not; 
Ye call me Gracious, and trust me not ; 
Ye call me Noble, and serve me not; 
Ye call me Mighty, and honor me not ; 
Ye call me Just, and fear me not ; 

If I condemn you, blame me not.”’ 


—From The Christian Herald, Sent by 
Nellie Bushnell West, Hartford, Conn. 


A Rejected Preacher.— 7%e stone which 
the builders rejected, the same was made the 
head of the corner (Golden Text). There is | 
a world of difference between the beginning | 
of the life of Livingstone and the end of 
it. Blaikie writes thus: ‘* He was sent to 





preach one Sabbath evening at a place called 
Stanford Rivers, He took his text, read it 
very deliberately, and then—then—his ser- 
mon had fled, Midnight darkness came upon 
him, and he abruptly said, ‘ Friends, I have 
forgotten all I had to say,’ and, hurrying out | 
of the pulpit, left the chapel. He never be- | 
came a preacher, and in the first letter that I | 
received from him from Elizabeth Town in 
Africa he says, ‘I am a very poor preacher, 
having a bad delivery, and some of them said 
if they knew that I was to preach again they 
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would not enter the chapel.’’’ This was 
at the beginning—notice what Punch writes 
at the close : 


** Open the Abbey doors and bear him in 
Tosleep with king and statesman, chief and 
sage, 
The missionary come of weaver-kin, 
But great by work that brooks no lower 


wage. 
He needs no epitaph to guard a name 
Which men shall prize while worthy work 
is known ; 
He lived and died for good—be that his fame : 
Let marble crumble: this is Living-stone.”’ 
—From Blatkie’s Life of Livingstone. Sent 
by Charles W. Anderson, Potosi, Mo. 


Silencing Our Servant.—7%e husband- 
men took his servants, and beat one, ana killed 
another, and stoned another (v. 35). ‘Thus 
do men treat the promptings of conscience, 
which are servants sent by God. In south- 
ern Russia a farmer had a beautiful dog. A 
minister said in admiration, ** What a beauti- 
ful dog; how much is he worth?’’ ‘* Noth- 
ing,’’ said the farmer, ‘* you may have him, 
for he is no use to me; he does not bark.’’ 
The farmer then told that when the dog was 
young a nervous servant who could not stand 
the noise would whack the dog over the head 
every time he barked. How many a con- 
science has been silenced by that sort of 
treatment !—From The Expositor. Sent by 
the Rev. William S. Jackson, Brooklyn, 
N. Y¥. 


Blind to Marvels.— 7Ais was from the 
Lord, and it is marvellous in our eyes 
(v. 42). Not long ago, says Christian Work, 
in a public address a man spoke slur- 
ringly of foreign missions, whereupon a Jew 
arose and said: ‘*Some years ago my bank 
sent me to look at some land in Porto 
Rico, The viliage I visited was the nastiest, 
vilest little hell l ever saw. Two years ago 
I was sent to the same town, It was a 
beautiful little place, with neat houses and 





yards, clean streets, a pretty school for chil- 
dren, no vice or drunkenness in evidence, 
good gardens, and achurch, What did it? 
A missionary had come there from the 
United States. I sought him out and gave 
him my check because I had never seen so 
much civilization accomplished in so short a 
time. And now, when I hear such speeches 
as these, I say, ‘ How ignorant and provin- 
cial such men are!’’’—Sent by James D. 
Lawson, Charlottetown, P. £. 1. The prize 
Jor this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Lest We Forget.— Zhe kingdom of God 
shall be taken away from you, and shall be 
given toa nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof (v.43). Among the members of the 
church that was the center of the Japanese 
persecution was a young man who had been 
but a month back from the Waseda Univer- 
sity, Tokyo, where he had been a student. 
He was put in a cell by himself, and chafed 
under the restraint that kept him from 
preaching the gospel to the other prisoners, 
as his fellow-Christians were doing. Then 
this youth was unexpectedly banished to a 
neighboring island. He told the story after- 
wards with shining face: ‘‘Just think! I 
had been longing for a chance to tell about 


Jesus to those who did not know him, and | 


mourning because I could not preach in jail. 
Then God sent me off to an unevangelized 
island, where there was plenty of work to do 
for him, and Japan paid my fare!’’ That 
sounds like Paul the prisoner, doesn’t it ?— 
From The Continent. Sent by Nellie Roe 
Stevenson, Auburn, N. Y. 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


HOUSEHOLDER, who planted a vine- 
yard (v. 33). The vine slips are se- 
lected with a view to considerable va- | 

riety in the color, size and flavor of the fruit. 
The matter of early or late maturing depends 
on the elevation of the ground and its north- | 
ern or southern exposure. Purple grapes as | 
being more astringent are chosen for claret 








| 


| connection with to-day’s lesson. 


| vided into fields, separated by fences of rough 
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rough stones, It forms a barrier against 
sheep and goats by day and against jackals 
by night. 

And digged a wine-press (v. 33). This 
consisted of a slightly sloping pavement of 
dressed stone or natural rock about two or 
three yards square with a raised rim four or 
five inches high all round it. It was for the 
trampling of the grapes by the bare-footed 
peasants. From the lowest corner of it the 
grape-juice flowed into one or other of several 
square holes cut into the ground and lined 
with squared and cemented stones, These 
cisterns are about two feet in length, width 
and depth. There the juice rested several 
hours to clarify and white clay is sprinkled 
among it to carry down the sediment. To 
complete the apparatus a large round hole is 
dug out from a bank and faced with rough 
stones with a hole at the top for holding the 
large copper basin in which the juice is boilea, 
The fuei consists of bundles of dried thorn 
bushes with which the hill-side is covered in 
Septem/er. 


And built a tower (v. 33). Usually a small 
room of undressed stones for the storage of 
baskets and grapes by night, and for men’s 
clothes and tools by day. On the flat roof of 
this an arbor of branches is erected during 
the grape-gathering season, and here the 
watchman ves and guards the vineyard, 

And Jet tt out to husbandmen (vy. 33). 
They had already done the work of terrace- 
making, digging, hedge-setting, and planting 
the vine slips in the new sections or where 
the vines had died out, and they would later 
on attend to the staking-up of the vines, and 
render any Other service the vineyard might 
require, Such labor is usually entitled to 
half the produce in place of wages, 

When the season of the fruits drew near 
(v. 34). Time was needed for the repeated 
deputations mentioned, and the messengers 
were evidently sent to form their own esti- 
mate of what the yield was going to be, and 
to superintend the ingathering, and the work 
that followed at the wine-press. . For the pur- 
pose of wine-making the grapes are left on 
the vine until perfectly ripe and the skins be- 
gin to wrinkle so that the juice may be as 
sweet as possible, ‘lhe grapes are so near 
to fermentation that the laborers eating them 
with their bread at that time know that they 
are liable to dizziness if they eat freely of 
them, as from the drinking of new wine. 


He that falleth on this stone (v. 44). 
There seems to be reason for the omission 
of this verse in some ancient manuscripts as 
having no known meaning in connection 
with the use and placing of a corner-stone, 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
. 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


, tinted, 55 cents, colored, $1.10. 
| twenty-five or more prices are: plain slides, 40 





HIE number 31 on our map indicates a 
spot on the side of Olivet quite near the 
lower 1oad from Bethany—the road 

specially noticed last week. A 


which we 











position there, facing a bit north of west, 
(observe the reach of those long arms diverg: | 
ing from 31) gives an outlook of interest in | 


The ground immediately before us is di- | 


stone, such as New England farmers build. | 
We look once more across the deep Kidron 
valley to its steep western bank. Directly 
opposite where we stand the city wall, occu- 


wines, and the green and golden varieties for pying the crest of the bank, turns a square 


boiled wines of the sherry order. The latter 


corner and extends away from us, 


Its line 


kinds are also chiefly used for grape-molas- | of heavy stone-masonry is thirty to forty feet 


ses and for raisins. 

And set a hedge about it (v. 33). 
ally a growing hedge, but an interlaced hedge 
of thorn branches, the ends being stuck into 
the ground and held in position by a row of 





high but our position up on Olivet allows us 


Not usu- | to look over the top of the wall to the old 


temple grounds which occupy several acres 
in that corner of the city. We can plainly 
see how the central part of the Temple 
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grounds is on a higher level than the rest, a 
broad terrace or platform, approached from 
the surrounding level by stone steps. On 
that upper terrace we notice the same beau- 
tiful eight-sided building (the ** Dome of the 
Rock’’) which we have seen before. On a 
part of the lower level nearest to us olive 
trees and tall, slender cypress trees are grow- 
ing. Beyond the Temple grounds the houses 
and shops, mosques and churches and con- 
vent buildings of Jerusalem cover the ground 
as far as we can see with their closely 
crowded walls and roofs and towers. 

The terraced part of the Temple grounds 
corresponds (not absolutely, but in a general 
way) to the upper and more sacred of the 
various courts of the ‘Temple as that existed 
nineteen hundred years ago. The lower 
level corresponds approximately to the Court 
of the Gentiles. In those days a long roofed 
colonnade known as Solomon’s Porch bor- 
dered the Temple grounds close by that long 
stretch of city wall where we now see olive 
trecs growing. Jesus used sometimes to go 
there to talk to crowds of men (John 10 : 23). 
It is quite possible that the parable of the 
dishonest and malicious tenant-farmers may 
have been told while Jesus and his listeners 
were there in the shelter of the Porch, over- 
looking fields and vineyards outside the city. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* Jerusalem, 
beautiful for situation from the S, E,”’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons of the 
year. he use of the stereograph will be found 
a most practical help in making the lesson- 
places real. Forty-eight places are being visited 
during 1914. ‘Ihe forty-eight stereographs cost 
$8.00, and, if all are ordered at one time a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
‘Twelve places will be described with the les- 
sons of this third quarter, cost, $2.00. ‘lhe 
five for August alone, 84 cents. Less than five 
in one order are 20 cents each, Stereoscopes, 
85 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be 
supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each , sepia- 
In orders for 


eents each , sepia-tinted, 45 cents colored, $1. 
Address The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou didst send thy Son into a hostile world in 
love and pity, and we who have been led in 
thy mercy, into a knowledge of him, cannot 
even with our very lives tell thee of our grati- 
tude. But some of us, our Father are still 
remaining just a little aside from those who 
press close to him and our knowledge of him 
is not that of intimate friends, but of uncon- 
vinced strangers who have not yet given him 
our full confidence. O God, stir us with shame 
and contrition to stand apart from him no 
longer! May we not thus reject the Son sent 
for the care of the vineyard of our highest good ! 
Grant that no one of this school to-day shall go 
out from here in any opposition or indifference 
to Jesus Christ, but may all give him free and 
loval allegiance, in his saving Name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You know what the 
world thinks of the soldier who would fire 


, on a Red Cross nurse on the field of battle. 


And what would you think of a drowning 
man who would push aside the hand stretched 
out to him by a man in the boat, because he 
didn’t like the man personally, or disagreed 
with him in religious questions? We con 

demn the unspeakable cruelty of the soldier 
who makes a target of the Red Cross; we 


| stand amazed at the folly of adrowning man 


who waits to be saved only in his own way. 


|The reddest cross that ever was, was the 


| cross of Christ; the most loving, the strong- 


est, hand ever reached out to save man was 
the hand of Christ. Yet that cross has been 


| a target for talk that wounds and shots that 


hurt; and that hand has been thrust aside 
by many a foolish struggler in the sea of sin. 
But what has all this to do with folks in 
this Sunday-school ? Well, each one of us 
must answer for himself, for herself, a ques- 
tion like that. Llave any of us been cruel 
to the Christ, or have we sinned otherwise 
in the folly of turning away from him ? 
REJECTED 


CHRIST ACCEPTED BY ME 














WHICH ? 
Do not delay in answering that query in 


swift and whole-hearted acceptance of him, 
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Tle was sent 
Willyou? 


if you have hitherto held back. 
foycu. lave you accepted him ? 
Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve.” 
**Go, labor on; spend, and be spent.” 
**O God, mine inmost soul convert." 

** So let our lips and lives es. 
**'lake me, O my Father, take me." 
“The King’s business."’ 

**Who is on the Lord's side?" 

** Work, for the night is coming."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 72 : 1-9 (144 : 1, 3. 5)- 
Psalm 118 : 22-29 (240 : 2, 4, 6). 
Psalm 80 : 1-19 (163 : I, 3, 5, 8, 10). 
Psalm 2 : 1-12 (3 : 1-4). 

Psalm 50 : 1-6, 16-23 (104 : 1-3). 





Department Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON PLAN.—Follow up the temper- 

ance teaching of last Sunday by show- 

ing that God, the giver of life, has a 

right to expect the best from each life, just as 

the owner of the vineyard has a right to ex- 

pect to enjoy its best fruits, It is beyond the 

comprehension of young children to compare 

the wicked husbandmen to the Pharisees in 
their treatment of Jesus. 

Introduction.—\.et children name some 
different kinds of fruit which they have seen 
duting the week, and let each child sketch 
on the blackboard an outline of the fruit he 
names, These fruits are different in size, 
color, shape and taste, and all are good. 
Some fruit-skins are shiny and smooth, like 
apples and pears, and some are fuzzy, like—? 
peaches, Some grow singly and some in clus- 
ters, like grapes. How many colors of grapes 
have you seen? Trees and vines and bushes 
are named by the fruit they bear, 

Review,—Do you remember how Jesus ex- 
pected to find ripe figs on a fig-tree? What 
did he find? What happened? Sometimes 
people chop down a fruit-tree which does not 
bear fruit, to make room for a good tree. If 
people care so much that a tree should bear 
good fruit, the Heavenly Father cares more 
that each life should bear good deeds. Ilave 
you ever seen a vineyard where grapevines 
grow? During the winter, a grapevine is the 
deadest looking thing which anybody can 
find, but in the spring the loveliest pink leaves 
begin to grow, As they turn greener and 
grow larger, tiny little grapes begin to show. 
Men who own vineyards try to take good care 
of them, so that the grapes may be good to 
look at, and good to eat when they are ripe. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Jesus told sev- 
eral stories about vineyards to the people 
who gathered at the temple, (Study Matt, 21 : 
28-31.) 

A man who owned a vineyard wanted it to 
be perfect, so he msde a hedge around it to 
keep the animals from eating the grapes or 
trampling the vines, He planted good vines, 
Ile dug a winepress to care for the grapes; 
when they were gathered, He builta tower, 
where the watchman could stay, lest any one 
come to steal the grapes. When the owner 
went away he left some one else in charge, 

The owner couldn’t even come back when 
the grapes were ripe, so he sent some servants 
to bring to him some of the fruit. The men 
in charge were crueland unkind. They beat 
and stoned the servants and even killed one, 
A second time the owner sent servants, and 
they were cruelly treated, At last the owner 
sent his son, and they treated him the same. 

The owner knew that he couldn’t trust 
those men to care for his vineyard any longer 
so he took it away, and let others care for it. 

After the Story.—We do not have vine- 
yards to care for, but last Sunday we told 
how God has given to every person a body 
in which to live and for which he must care. 
Tell me some things which make us grow 
strong. ‘The men who play baseball are so 
careful to eat and drink what will make them 
strong. If God sees that boys and girls take 
good care of their bodies, so that they can 


learn to do good, honest work, he usuclly : 


lets them live a good long life. If God sees 
them spoiling their bodies by eating bad food, 
smoking cigarettes, or. drinking harmful 
things, God knows he cannot trust them to 
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care for their bodies in the right way, so their 
lives are shortened, 

We can decide whether we want our lives 
to be good or bad ones, It is true of boys 
and girls as it is true of trees, ‘‘ By their 
fruits ye shall know them,’’ which means, by 
their lives ye shall know them, Repeat the 
same mottoes as last week: ‘* My body is 
God’s for he gave it,’’ and ‘* My body is a tem- 
ple, to God it does belong.’’ 

Jesus said, If any nation which is trusted 
with so many blessings does not bear good 
fruit, or good deeds, the Kingdom of God 
shall be taken away and given toa nation 
that will do what is right. Just as every 
good grape helps to make a good bunch of 
grapes, so every good child helps to make a 
good country, Repeat last Sunday’s memory 
text, instead of using the one about ‘* The 
stone which the builders rejected.”’ 

Hand- Work,—Let each chill outline a 
bunch of ten grapes, or more. Let us name 
these grapes for something good, which we 
would like to grow in our lives, putting only 
one letter on a grape, ‘The teacher might 
write on a tablet or blackboard the whole 
word, letting the children copy the first let- 
ters, Love, Truth, Kindness, Temperance, 
Gentieness, Honesty, Obedience, Prayer, 
Praise, Gladness, etc. 

CuHIcaGco, 

z > 


Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
inthe home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,"" or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


33. A * Not-Worry”’ Lesson 


NCE there was a great big boy that ev- 
erybody called ‘Silly Joe’? because 
there was something wrong in his 

head and he could not learn much, When- 
ever he met anybody on tie street, strangers 
or friends, he said, ** Fine day to-night!’ 
** Fine day to-night!’’ Whether it was rain- 
ing or shining, hot or cold, or windy or still, 
he always said the same thing; ‘* Fine day 
to-night.’’ Everybody laughed, and he 
laughed too; but, do you know, it made peo- 
ple feel better to meet him, 

When I was little and the weather was very 
dry I would be afraid it would sever rain ; or 
if it rained a great deal I would be afraid it 
would never quit; but it always did! So I 
have learned not to worry so much, even when 
I would like to have it different—when it does 
not seem to me to be ** A fine day to-night,”’ 
as Silly Joe would say. 

And once I knew a baby boy—nothing 
wrong with 47s head !—who went about say- 
ing **All wite!’’ ** All wite,’? no matter 
what was said to him, no matter what hap- 
pened, until we began to call him * Little All 
Wite.’’ Always happy himself, he made 
others happy; and that is exactly what you 
and I can do by not worrying over the 
weather. That is God’s business, and he 
will send the kind that he knows is best for 
us. 
Every kind of a day is a good one. What 
was that poetry verse we used to say last 
spring? See if you can finish the lines as I 
begin them? 


** When the weather is wet, we must not fret ; 
When the weather is dry, we must not cry ; 
When the weather is warm, we must not 

storm ; 
When the weather is cold, we must not scold; 
But be happy together whatever the weather.,”’ 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The Builders and the Cornerstone. 

2. History of Israel rejecting Christ the Cor- 
nerstone. 

3. Rejecting Christ the Cornerstone in our 
lives. 

ID you ever witness the laying of a 
cornerstone? Where ?. What did you 
notice concerning its size and impor- 

tance? Note that in selecting such a stone 
a perfect one is to be desired ; therefore right 
selection isan important act. Qnetime some 


| 





builders rejected a stone as their cornerstone, 
but when the Master Builder came he chose 
that very stone to be the head of the corner. 
In spite of its appearance, the Master had 
recognized the value, 

It was a curious mistake of those builders 
to reject as worthless the really most impor- 
tant stone, was it not? 

This was the picture which the Psalmist 
gave to represent the rejection of Jesus by 
the Jews. Whydid they reject Jesus? How 
did they think he would come? How did 
he come? How was his humility and low- 
liness a stumbling-block to their faith ? 

During the last week of Jesus’ life, on that 
last great day of public preaching, Jesus 
made a final attempt to win their faith by 
warning the Jews against rejecting him be- 
cause of wrong, preconceived ideas of an 
earthly monarch. As Jesus the Judge of 
men gives fair warning before the final pen- 
alty is given, so he pictures Israel’s history 
in a parable about a vineyard and some 
wicked husbandmen, so that they themselves 
might name the penalty according to their 
own idea of justice, 

Read the parable with the girls. Lead 
them to see how the knowledge of Jehovah 
is the vine nurtured by the Israelites who 
are the chosen husbandmen. Show them 
how Palestine is really hedged in by moun- 
tain, desert, and portless coast, from sur- 
rounding peoples. Show how Jehovah had 
sent prophets, and have the girls recall sev- 
eral by name. Now his Son came in the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

Let the girls see that the people themselves 
disapproved of the treatment of the Son in 
the parable, and they themselves told that 
the vineyard would be given to another. 
But even with this warning, a few days later 
they cried, **Crucify him,’’ and ‘*Give us 
Barabbas.’? How they mocked him and re- 
jected him as their king ! 

In rejecting Jesus these Jews cast aside 
the cornerstone of their religion, and thus 
the building of their nation perished. ‘The 
vineyard has been given to the Gentile 
world. Their work is to carry and teach to 
the woild the gospel of Jesus the corner- 
stone, 

Even as the Jewish nation failed as a re- 
sult of the rejection of a cornerstone, so our 
individual lives are failures unless built on 
this Foundation, 

Many have tried to build their lives on 
other foundations, but all have proved to be 
failures when the tests were applied. When 
Edison was perfecting-his phonograph rec- 
ords, scores of materials were tried and re- 
jected before one could be found to stand 
the tests, 

Without Christ as a foundation our for- 
giveness for sin crumbles, our belief in res- 
urrection and our eternal life have no foun- 
dation. We dare not reject this Corner- 
stone, knowing these things. 

Yet some girls are rejecting him,—not by 
positively crying ‘*Crucify him,’’ not by 
boldly and defiantly disbelieving, but by 
crowding him out by other things, Christ 
in such lives is about as important and neces- 
sary as I considered a heavy skirt. 

While packing my trunk for my vacation 
trip my sister asked, **Shall I put in this 
heavy skirt?’’ I answered, ‘* Yes, but put 
everything else in, and then ¢f ¢here is room 
put in that skirt.’”?’ Had I thought that skirt 
necessary it would have gonein first. Where 
are you putting Christ into your day, after 
everything else is in—if¢here is room? or 
where a cornerstone belongs, when the 
day and the work begin ? 

The life that crowds him out rejects him, 
as Israel did, and will end in failure. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Matthew 22 : 1-14. 

Jesus tells another parable to try to win 
the people to believe in him. 

How many invitations did the chosen ones 
receive? What was the effect of each? 

What can you find about wedding gar- 
ments ?. Who provided them? What reason 
could the man have had for not putting on 
the wedding garment when it was provided ? 
What happened to the man without the gar- 
ment when the king came? 

What is the wedding garment for us? 
(Col. 3 : 12-14). 

PHILADELPHIA, 

“ 


Margaret Slattery’s ** The Girl in Her 
Teens’? is just the book to helpyou with your 
class of girls, It-may be had from The Sun- 


day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid, 
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Pucker’s * Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER began by holding a looking- 
glass in front of each one of us. 
** What am I doing ?’’ he asked. 

**Showing us what we look like,’’ an- 
swered Bumps, 

** Well, that’s what Jesus did to the Phar- 
isees in ‘this lesson,’’ explained teacher, 
‘only he used a story instead of a glass.’’ 

He asked us what other lessons Jesus had 
given that applied to the Jews, and we re- 
viewed the story of the man who tied his 
master’s money up in a napkin, and about 
the fig-tree that didn’t have any figs on it. 

Teacher had Skinny explain what led Jesus 
to tell this particular story, and then he 
passed around the stereograph1 for the day. 
It was a photo of Jerusalem, right where the 
temple used to stand in Jesus’ time, and 
where he had this debate with the Pharisees. 
Bumps wanted to know if that was the tem- 
ple we could see in the picture, but teacher 
reminded him that the temple was destroyed 
soon after a day. He explained that 
this is a Mohammedan church built on the 
Same spot. 

Well, we read the story in our Bibles, and 
Fred was called on to explain the different 
parts of the vineyard mentioned, He told 
about the hedge, tower, and wine-press, and 
teacher reminded us of the watch-tower we 
saw in the picture tor the lesson on July 5. 

** What bargain did the owner make with 
his renters?’’ asked teacher; and we told 
him that the renters were to get part of the 
crop and the owner part, same as always 
when you farm on shares. 

** What would you call it, then,’’ he asked, 
**when they refused to give the owner his 
share? ’”’ 

** Stealing,’’ hollered Bulldog Jones, ‘* and 
they ought to be arrested for thieves, and for 
assault and battery, and for murder.’’ 

‘sThat’s just what Jesus said,’’ laughed 
teacher, ‘* only in other words.’’ Tien he 
had us read verse 41 again, and Bulldog 
said it would serve them just right. 

Carl’s part was to tell who the different 
men in the story stood for. He had it all 
fixed up, ard teacher put it on the board ; 





OWNER—GOD 
RENTERS—JEWISH LEADERS 
SERVANTS—PROPHETS 
SON—JESUS 











He had us name some of the prophets 
that the Jews had abused, like Moses, Elijah, 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and reminded us that 
they were even then plotting to do just what 
Jesus said in the story—kill the Son. 

**Oh, they surely saw themselves in this 
story,”’ said teacher, *‘ but they would not 
heed the warning.”’ 

** How were the Jewish leaders destroyed, 
Bert ?’’? asked teacher, and Bert told all 
about the awful siege of Jerusalem that he 
had read up about in some book that teacher 
lent him, They were destroyed all right. 

**Who has God let out his vineyard to 
now ?"’ was the next question, That was 
mine, 

**Gentiles,’’ I answered. 

**Yes, but who?’’ persisted teacher, 

‘*Why, England, and America, and other 
nations,’’ I guessed. 

**But who in America?’ he still asked. 

‘6Oh, all of us, I guess,’’ I finally an- 
swered, 

‘*Then you boys are renting your life from 
God,’’ he went onsolemnly. ‘See that you 
don’t try to keep it all for yourselves, as 
many are doing. If you do you will be 
stealing just as truly as these men in the 
story were, and it will bring destruction, not 
only on your own souls, but help to bring it 
to our country as well. If ever 


‘ Columbia, the gem of the ocean, 
‘The land of the brave and the free,’ 


is blotted out of existence,’’ he added, ‘it 
will be because we kept the fruit of this rich 
vineyard for ourselves instead of giving it to 
God, the rightful owner.’’ 

Bumps told how the stone in verse 42 
stands for Christ, and teacher called on Bull- 
dog for his question—in what way Christ has 
now become the head of:the corner. Bull- 
dog didn’t hardly know. So teacher told a 
lot of things about how all great movements 
in the world now have to take into account 





1 See ‘Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 477 in 
this issue. 




















LESSON FOR AUG. 16 (Matt. ar : 33-46) 


the teachings of Christ ; how nearly all great 
leaders in civilized nations acknowledge 
Christ as their leader ; and how millions all 
around the world bow to him daily and do 
his will, Tle made it seem grand, and we 
all felt glad we were on Christ’s side. 
Teacher said the next lesson was a story 
about a wedding, and our home-work is for 
us each to hunt out in how many ways this 
story is like the one about the husbandmen. 


Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Jl, Beginning. 
Hold mirror before class. That is what 
Jesus did to the Pharisees by this story. 
Review last two lessons as representing 
Pharisees’ character: 


Il. Living for Self is Stealing from God. 


What led Jesus to tell this story? 

Show lesson picture of temple site. 

Read lesson story trom Bibles. 

What was the ‘ee of the hedge, wine- 
press, tower 





What bargain did the owner make with his 
renters ? 

What would you call it when they refused 
to give him his share ? 

What did Jesus say about it? (v. 41.) 

Who are represented by the different men 
in¢the story ? 

Write list on board. 

What prophets did the Jews abuse ? 

How far had they gone at this time toward 
killing Jesus? 

Did they recognize themselves in this story? 

In what way were the Jewish leaders de- 
stroyed ? 

Who has God let out his vinevard to now ? 

What will be our fate if we refuse God the 
fruit of our lives? 

Is there any danger to our country here ? 

What does the stone in verse 42 stand for ? 

In what ways has Christ become the head 
of the corner? 


Home Work. 
Compare new lesson with last one. 
West TERRE HAuvutE, IND. 
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THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 


———— 





Privilege and Responsibility 


E have seen how critical a time in our 
Lord’s life was the last week. Great 
issues were at stake, and after the 

chailenge of the rulers (Matt, 21 : 23), Christ 
turns the attack on them by means of three 
solemn parables of warning: the two Sons 
(Matt. 21 : 28-32); the Wicked Husband- 
men (33-46); the Wedding Feast (22 : 1-14). 
The present lesson is the second of these, 
but it is important to look at the first as well. 
At every point close comparison of the vari- 
ous accounts should be made (see Mark 12: 
1-12; Luke 20: 9-19). Stevens and Bur- 
ton’s ‘‘Ilarmony of the Gospels,’’ section 
124 (Scribners, $1); Riddle’s ** Outline Har- 
mony of the Gospels,’’ sections 119 and 
120 (The Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents 
and: 25 cents) ; Croscup’s ‘* Historical 
Chart,” sections 126 and 127 (The Sunday 
School Times Co., $1);. Stirling’s ** Atlas of 
the Life of Christ,’? page 25, Nos. 17and 18 
(Revell, 40 cents); Vollmer’s ‘* Modern Stu- 
dent’s Life of Christ,’’ page 215 (Revell, $1). 
Daily Studies 

Monday.—Read verses 28-32. This was 
the first parable, and is closely connected 
with the last verse‘of the preceding study 
(v 27). Thetwo sons represent two classes, 
—one regarded as irreligious, and the other 
as religious. The former first refused and 
then repented ; the latter promised, but did 
not perform, When Christ definitely asked 
them which of these did the will of his father, 
and they replied the first class of men, he 
was able to apply with force the message that 
the outcasts would go into the kingdom of 
God before the presumably religious. ‘The 
parable suggests God’s requirement of 
‘*work’’ in the vineyard. ‘The urgency of 
the task is seen in the reference to *‘ to-day,”’ 
and the appeal implied in the word ‘‘son”’ 
is particularly significant. The first response 
was immediate refusal, which characterized 
the outcasts, but they afterwards repented of 
their sins and returned. © ‘The other attitude 
was that of prompt consent, full of respect 
and reverence, marked by immediate com- 
pliance, and yet revealing a hypocritical 
spirit, for after saying, ** Sir, I go,’’ the son 
‘went not.’? This shows the solemn possi- 
bility of impulsiveness, and also inconsist- 
ency in professed Christians, and these are 
the most hopeless of all, since they know all 
that is required, and the only possible thing 
is immediate action, Both attitudes are really 
wrong, and there is something infinitely 
better,—namely, immediate response and 
permanent continuance, 

Tuesday.—Read verses 33, 34. The sec- 
ond parable follows. It is a further con- 
demnation of the rulers, and as the details 
are so significant, the story is as much an 
allegory as a parable. ‘The imagery of the 
vineyard is taken from Isaiah 5 : 1-7, and 
suggests God’s ample efforts on behalf of his 
people. The protection by hedge and watch- 
tower indicates favorable conditions, and the 
number of workers is another point showing 
the divine care. It was, therefore, natural 
that fruit should be expected. 

Wednesday. — Read verses 35, 36. A 
striking summary of the history of Israel in 
its treatment of God’s messengers (see Jer. 





37:15; 26:23; 2 Chron. 24:21; Matt. 
23: 29-37; Acts 7: 51-53; Heb. 11: 36). 
Almost every part of these verses can be 
illustrated from the Old Testament, Details 
should be sought and the teaching applied. 


Thursday.—Read verses 37-39. At last 
the climax was reached, and instead of the 
many servants the one son was sent, While 
the details belong to the story and are per- 
haps not to be unduly pressed, they certainly 
show what is found elsewhere, the distinction 
between the prophets and Christ, and also 
the fact that our Lord was the culminating 
attempt and offer on the part of God, Christ 
was the final appeal of the divine longsuffer- 
ing God to his sinful people (see Heb. 3: 
5,6). In Mark murder is followed by out- 
rage on the dead body, but of course this is 
only parabolic, expressive of the general 
treatment of Christ (John 19:17; Heb. 13: 
12, 13). Llere again we see our Lord’s 
marvelous plainness of speech, and also his 
anticipation of his forthcoming death. 


Friday.—Read verses 40, 41. But although 
God had been long ignored, he had to be 
reckoned with, and the fate of the husband- 
men is absolutely certain. In Matthew’s 
account the people pronounce their own 
condemnation, and Luke shows how the 
moral went to the heart of the alarmed hear- 
ers in the exclamation, ‘‘ God forbid.’’? Thus 
we see the (1) ingratitude, (2) cruelty, and 
(3) rebellion of Israel, followed by the cer- 
tainty of judgment. Perhaps verse 41 is a 
hint of the forthcoming extension of the 
kingdom to the Gentiles (see v. 43). 

Saturday.—Read verses 42, 43. Then 
Christ refers them to their own Scriptures 
(Psa. 118 : 22, 23). In the original use the 
rejected stone seems to be Israel, cast away 
by the powers of the world as of no account, 
and yet raised by God to the place of highest 
honor, It has been suggested that the wor- 
shipers at one of the feasts noticed a stone 
over the gateway which the builders had 
thought useless, but which had been rescued 
from the ruins by the priests, and had been 
built into the new edifice. Christ gives the 
words of the psalm a new application. The 
stone was primarily himself, and second.rily 
the Gentile world which Israel despised, but 
which God would call to receive the grace 
rejected by the Jews, 

Sunday.—Read verses 44-46. A charac- 
teristic application showing the disastrous 
consequences of resisting God, It is pro- 
foundly significant that Christ produces a 
twofold result (v. 44) both implying defeat 
and disaster. The application of the parables 
was evident to the rulers, and they would 
doubtless have apprehended Christ at once, 
but they were afraid of the people, who would 
have seen in the arrest the fulfilment of the 
parable and would have rescued him, 

Questions for Further Study 

1. The significance of this parable. The 
essential teaching is clearly identical with 
that of Isaiah 5 : 3-7, and it is one of the few 
which provides details possessing a special 
application. It thus affords a good opportu- 
nity to study with thoroughness the attitusle 
of the Jewish people to God’s revelation in 
Old Testament times, leading up to the 
manifestation of Christ. Special help will 
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be obtained in the usual books on the para- 
bles frequently referred to in former lessons : 
**Notes on the Parables of Our Lord,’’ by 
Richard C, Trench (Revell, $1); ‘* The 
Parables of Our Saviour,’? by Dr. W. M. 
Taylor (Doran, 60 cents) ; ‘* A Study of the 
Parables, by Miss A, R. Habershon (C. C. 
Cook, $1.50). 

2. The use of parables generally, as a 
method of instruction, should also be ob- 
served, The word means ‘‘comparison,’’ 
and parables are frequently found in the Old 
Testament (2 Sam, 12: 1-43; Isa. 28 : 23-29). 
Christ first used them in connection with the 
growing opposition to him and his growing 
popularity (Matt. 13: 1, 2), and his purpose 
was to distinguish between true and false 
disciples, making earnest followers think, 
Every parable, as a rule, has one main 
thought, the rest being drapery; but, as 
already seen, this parable seems capable of 
some spiritual application in regard to de- 
tails, 

3. The figure of the stone became familiar 
in the early church (Acts 4: 11; I Cor. 3: 
10, 11; Eph. 2: 20; 4 Pet. 2: 4-7). Both 
as foundation and as corner-stone, the spirit- 
ual application to Christ is evident and im- 
portant. This calls for thorough study (see 
Isa. 26: 43 28: 16, and references). 

4. The claim of Christ is once more in 
evidence. Ie carefully and clearly distin- 
guishes between the servants and the son, 
between the Old Testament prophets and 
himself. It is impossible to exaggerate the 
importance of this claim, involving his Mes- 
sianic consciousness and implying his divine 
authority. 

5. Special emphasis is placed on the sin, 
guilt, and responsibility of Israel, and it is 
remarkable how Christ claims a verdict as he 
sets out the story, ‘The conviction of sin is 
the first step toward conversion, 

6. The bearing of the parable on national 
life is important. While of course it is im- 
possible for any nation to-day to occupy the 
same religious position as Israel did, yet the 
national as well as the individual applications 
of the story are not to be overlooked, Our 
privileges as living in a professedly Christian 
nation may easily be removed and given to 
another nation (v. 43). Quite recently a 
Chinese Christian gentleman read a paper 
before a Christian community in China, ex- 
plaining how he could still be Christian 
although he had visited Christendom. Noth- 
ing can be sadder than the accounts often 
given by visitors from the East after seeing 
much of nominal Western Christianity. 

7. A fine treatment of this subject will be 
found in ** Studies in Mark’s Gospe},’’ an | 
** Studies in Luke’s Gospel,’’? Ly Charles S. 
Robinson, D.D. (American Tract Society, 
25 cents each), 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











August 10 to 16 
Mon.— Matt. 21 : 33-46. 
The Wicked Husbandmen. 

The directness and plainness which charac- 
terized the speech of our Lord was not only 
effective in his day, but has influenced men 
ever since, The scribes and Pharisees knew 
he referred to them, but he also refers to us. 
How many who have been made stewards of 
God use their gifts and responsibilities as if 
merely their own! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask our Master 
to let the impress of his character be made 
upon our hearts, that we may be able to 
represent him aright to others. A mirror 
just receives and then gives back, Pray that 
we may mirror his love, and seeing him 
constantly may give back his life and charac- 
ter lo the world, 

Tues.—2 Chron. 36: 11-21. 
God's Messengers Despised. 

Some years ago, traveling on a train on 
the Pacific coast a man near me, discovering 
that I was a minister, began to make known 
his discovery and ridicule most extravagantly 
the church and all who represented it. The 
laugh he caused was most embarrassing for 
the moment, and then I saw the opportunity, 
and with a bit of humor and grace combined 
faced the condition gratefully. It was a 
chance to share slightly what Christ bore so 
often, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the blessings of peace in the nation, for 
general prosperity and order, Thank him 
for schools and colleges, for playgrounds 
and hospitals, for friends and schoo/mates. 
Thank him for home and loved ones, for 
shelter, food, and health, and ask that we 
may be worthy of these commonand ordinary 
gifts of his care, 


Wed.—Acts 7: 51-60. A Faithful Servant Stoned, 

The stoning of Stephen is one of the inci- 
dents of a triumphant faith. This rare and 
noble soul was willing to teach the multitude 
in the face of pronounced opposition, and 
then when interrupted to proceed with added 
plainness in emphasizing the truth.  Ilis 
death was a greater victory than his life, and 
he died praying for his foes. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Ju following the 
suggestion of the lesson of the morning, pray 
that we mav have the right attitude to our 
enemies, Thatall hate and bitterness may 
be overcome, That we may pray for them, 
and win them to the Master! That our 
attitude of mind and heart may lead them 
to see Jesus Christ. 





Prize Food 
Palatable, Economical, Nourishing 


A Nebr. woman has outlined the prize 
food in a few words, and that from per- 
sonal experience, She writes: 

‘‘After our long experience’ with 
Grape-Nuts, I cannot say enough in its 
favor. We have used this food almost 
continually for seven years. 

‘* We sometimes tried other advertised 
breakfast foods, but we invariably re- 
turned tu Grape-Nuts as the most pala- 
table, economical and nourishing cf ail. 

‘* When I quit tea and coffee and began 
to use Postum and Grape-Nuts, I was 
almost a nervous wreck. I was so irrit- 
able I could not sleep nights, hud no in- 
terest in life. 

‘“‘After using Grape-Nuts a_ short 
time I began to improve and all these 
ailments have disappeared and now 
Iamawell woman. My two children 
have been almost raised on Grape-Nuts, 
which they eat three times a day. 

‘* They are pictures of health and have 
never had the least symptom of stomach 
trouble, even through the most severe 
siege of whooping cough they could re- 
tain Grape-Nuts when all else failed. 

‘*Grape-Nuts food has saved doctor 
bills, and has been, therefore, a most 
economical food for us.” 


Thurs. —Psa. 2. God's Derision of the Wicked. 
This Psalm should take from all our hearts 
the thoughts of vengeance. God willreward 
| the wicked according to his infinite knowl- 
| edge and justice. Some time, * I[e that sit- 
teth in the heavens will laugh; the Lord 
will have them in derision.’? Our respon- 
sibility is not'!o punish, but to save them from 
punishment if we can call them to repent, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Do we thank God 

enough for the blessings of little chiktren? 
The frank and trustful natures they reveal, 
Their innocent and happy little natures. 
Their clinging love and affection. Thank 
God forwhat our children have meant to 
us, and for what they mean. Gratitude 
expressed for what they are to the home and 
heart may mean much when linked to prayer 
Jor them, 


Fri.—Isa. 53. The Suffering Servant Rejected. 

This fifty-third chapter of Isaixh is one of 
the sacred chapters of Scripture, which broad- 
ens and deepens whenever read. We should 
never read it hurriedly nor thoughtlessly, 
The rejected Saviour has become our risen 
Lord, and the One wounded for our trans- 
gressions the Interceding Advocate for us at 
God’s right hand, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to help 
us in determination to read his Word more 
regularly and constantly. Ask him to help 
us realize that the soul cannot grow without 
this food any more than the body without 
material nourishment. Pray that each one 





Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They | 
are genuine, true, and full of human | 
interest. 


may re-read this chapter thoughtfully to-day 


| by himself. 
12 


Sat.— Matt. 11: 7-19. An Inconsistent People. 


There has always been a tendency to dis- 
regard the real worshipfulness of God’s house 
in the zeal of those who originally had right 
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Remove the Cause 
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For Family Worship 
(Continued from preceding page) 


motives in using it aright. Forms and cere- 
monies are secondary to the heart and its 
devotion. We must be more careful to enter 
into God’s courts with praise, and to expel all 
that fosters worldliness and gain. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Remember by name 
in prayer those who are near of kith and 
kin, and likewise near and dear friends, 
Remember those who have gone to other 
places, and were once closely associated with 
you or your home. Pray that the day may 
be successful in business, at school, and in 
the home. 


Sun.—Mark 6 : 1-6. Jesus Rejected. 

Jesus marveled at the unbelief of his 
townsmen, We cannot see why those who 
had known Christ as a boy should have re- 
jected liim as a teacher and leader. Perhaps 


| some of us let jealousy and envy rob us of 


the rich friendships and help of those whose 
associations were close and dear to us in 
earlier life. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Just before kneel- 


ing in prayer ask occasionally tf there be\, 


subjects for which special prayer should be 
made,  Occastonally ask members of the 
Jamily by name what he or she feels he needs 
the most. Take your children into confi- 
dence with you, Make family worship real 
prayer. 





[ Children at Home 





The Little Lady in Gray 
By Clara Hersom Weeks 


ODNEY got out of bed on the wrong 
side one morning, and everything went 
criss-ways after that. Ile could find 

only one stocking, and his bed had to be 
turned topsy-turvy before he found its mate. 
‘Then the soap got in his eyes, and oh, how 
they did smart! But tears are the best rem- 
edy known for.that trouble, and Rodney had 
plenty at his command, so they soon felt bet- 
ter, but dear me, our ‘* Jolly Rodney Rover’’ 
seemed far away. 

Baby Nan caught the bad spirit, too. 

**Don’t want n’ oat-meal, Don’t like it 
this mornin’,’? and she pushed her dish 
away. 

**Mine’s cold. Seems so it’s always cold 
now-days,’’ grumbled Rodney. 

Mama tried to smooth ruffled feelings, 
and papa very quietly said, to no one in par- 
ticular, **Such a funny little lady as I met 
yesterday morning, as I went to the office. 
1 saw her the day before, too,’’ and, suddenly 
looking around at mama, ‘‘I expect to see 
her to-day.’’ 

Mama smiled, and Rodney and Nan almost 
pricked up their little ears. 

‘*Funny?’’ queried Rod, 
she do?’’ 

**Nice funny lady ?’’ asked Baby Nan, 


‘*What did 


** Very nice, and as neat as a rose, 
Dressed all in gray, from bonnet to toes,"’ 


laughed papa. 

** Was it my Sunday-schoo! teacher? She 
wears a gray dress,’’ ventured Rod, 

**Oh, no. A much smaller lady, with eyes 
like glass beads, and she would whisk her 
train over the fence— 

‘*Over the fence!’’ shrieked Rodney. 
**Why, Papa Bent! Ilow could she?” 

‘s Why, just as easy. Iler dress seemed 
like gray satin, with a long train to the skirt. 
I was eating grapes, and she popped up over 
the top of the fence, and held out her hands 
for one so prettily that I passed it over.’’ 

**Over the fence,’’ breathed Rodney again, 
awestruck, 

‘*Yes, she was hungry, I suppose. She 
sat on the top rail and spread her train grace- 
fully behind her, and ate her grape as any 
lady would,’’ 

** My goodness !”’ said Rodney. 

** That was the first time I met her,’’ con- 
tinued Papa Bent. ‘Yesterday she was 
waiting for me, and scampered toward me 
along the fence, and took the grape I had 
ready for her. She seemed especially fond 
of them.’’ 

**One grape! My, 
gry. Just one grape! 
where she lived, pa?’’ 

‘*No, son, I don’t know just where she 
hangs out, but Mr. Freeman, just below 


she wasn’t very hun- 
Say, did you find out 








here, says she’s been getting nuts and leaves 
together for quite «a while, and hiding them 
near his horse-chestnut tree, She’s a pru- 
dent little lady, and—’’ 

** A gray-satin lady hiding nuts,’’ broke in 


Rod, ‘What a funny thing— Oh, oh, I 
know, Papa Bent! I know. It’s a little 
gray squirrel, papa, isn’t it? And she’s 


going to meet you to-day? 
you?’”’ 

** Me go too,’’ and Baby Nan began to get 
down from her high chair.’’ 

‘* Breakfast first,’’ warned papa, and peace 
being restored, the oatmeal melted away like 
a snow-man in the sun. 


NEw BEDFoRD, Mass. 


Can’t I go with 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, August 16, 1914 
Our Social Life for Christ (Luke 24 : 
13-35). Led by the social committee. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoON.—Social to save (Matt. 5 : 38- -48). 
‘LUES.—Christ's nl (John 2: 1-11). 
WED.—Reaching the multitude (Johu 6; 


I-14). 
‘THURS.—Fellowship of saints (Acts 2 : 4I- 


47): 
Frt.—Two kinds of talk (Mal. 3 : 13-18). 
Sat.—A friendly chat (John 4 : 5-15). 











What good does social life do us? 

How can we make our social life inviting to 
strangers? 

What is our social life outside the church ? 


HEN our Lord was here upon the 
earth his life was not the life of a her- 
mit or recluse but of a man who loved 

people and who mingled in all their common 
life. He went to their weddings, accepted 
invitations to their .feasts, talked with them 
at their work, on their outings, in their homes, 
was found in their meeting-places and joined 
in their discussions, knew their ways, and ap- 
proved their social joys. Neither by his 
words nor by his example did he endorse the 
ascetic ideal. And it was just on this ac- 
count that some people found fault with him, 
John the Baptist had come like an ancient pro- 
phet, with only a girdle about his loins and 
eating locusts, while Jesus had come just like 
common men, with neither poverty nor 
wealth, removed from luxury and indolence 
on one side and equally removed from all the 
beggary of the holy men of the East, which 
we see to-day in the fakirs of India and the 
dervishes of Islam, And we are to be like 
him. 
% 


Jesus came to save men in life not from life. 
Ilis purpose was to redeem them from what 
hindered life. As he said, he came to give 
men life, and to give it to them in abundance. 
He taught them to pray that God’s Kingdom 
might come and his will be done on earth 
even as in heaven, that all that was innocent 
and right might be set free from all that was 
evil and wrong, that the loving, joyful pur- 
poses of God for his children might be fulfilled 
both here and hereafter. He lived and 
worked to accomplish this, And in this also 
we are to be like him. 

% 

His favorite name for God was Father. So 
he ever addressed him. Once on his cross he 
said ‘*My God ”’ to him, but this was a quo- 
tation from a Psalm. Always elsewhere it 
was ‘‘Father.’? And he taught men to con- 
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ceive of and to address God in the same way. 

In other words, it was the social thought of 
God and of the relationship of God to men 
that Jesus ever presented. All loneliness and 
isolation were alien to this view. ‘The 
Father hath not left me alone,’’ he said. ‘I 
and the Father that sent me.’’ And on the 
other hand, it was, ‘* ‘My sheep hear my voice 
and they follow me.”? ‘Where I am, there 
shall also my servant be.’’ Read the seven- 
teenth chapter of John and see how clear is 
our Lord’s thought of the social unity of his 
disciples, 

% 


If Jesus thought of human relations and 
human life in this way, we too should do so 
and should carry Christ into all our common 
life and all our common life into Christ.” If 
there is any part of it with which we cannot 
do this we may be sure that that part of it is 
not right. Whatever we can not give Christ 
to or to Christ we have no business with at all. 


~ 
If a home is truly Christ’s family worship 
and grace at meat will be pretty sure to be 
signs of it. 
If Christ owns us he owns ours, 


Life is made up of relations, This is what 
life really is; knowing God is eternal life. 
To be Lord of life Christ must be Lord of 
life’s relationships. 


Has our conversation ever been converted ? 


Christ who cleanses the soul must cleanse 
society. 


“~ 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Each week you may test your knowledge 
of the Bible narratives by trying to answer 
these questions. The correct answers to 
this week's five questions will appear in 
next week's issue. The members of your 
Sunday-school class may be keenly inter- 
ested in finding how many of these ques- 
tions they can work out for themselves 
before the answers are published the fol- 
lowing week. And this may furnish a good 
summer plan to keep your pupils in touch 
with their teacher. 


21. Where sind how is the * terrible crystal.’’ 


mentioned in the Bible ? 

What great city was saved from destruc- 
tion by the sudden repentance of its 
inhabitants ? 


What man killed a king with his left 
hand? 


22. 


23. 


24. What good king was saved from death 
by a lump of figs ? 

25. Who saw the Lord pass by while hidden 
in a cleft of a rock ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


16. ‘The butler of Pharaoh (Gen. 41 : 9). 

17. Reuben (Gen. 49 : 4). 

18. Jacob (Gen. 27 : 26); Ephraim (Gen. 
48 : 19). 

19. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed. 
nego ate only pulse and refused the 
‘sunclean’’ food of the Babylonians 
(Dan. 1 : 12). 

20. Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 3 : 24, 25). 
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